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Hogan makes DiBiase tremble. 


. 


As of February 5, 1988, Hulk 
Hogan was an ex-champion. 

Think about that for a minute. 
How long has it been since you've 
heard the Hulkster referred to as 
anything but ‘The World Wrestling 
Federation heavyweight cham- 
pion’’? To be precise, Hogan's ten- 
ure as WWF champion lasted four 
years and two weeks. Yes, for 48/2 
months, Hulk Hogan was at the 
pinnacle of his profession. His 
name and face were well known, 
even to non-wrestling fans. His 
looks and mannerisms, combined 
with WWF head honcho Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s aggressive publicity and 
marketing campaigns, are credited 
with helping bring professional 
wrestling a measure of acceptance 
it had never enjoyed before. 

Since he defeated the Iron Sheik 
in Madison Square Garden on Jan- 
uary 23, 1984, Hogan has become 
more than just a wrestling cham- 
pion. He has spent countless 
hours helping the less fortunate. 
He constantly preaches about liv- 
ing life to its fullest, but in the cor- 
rect way. His face has appeared on 
numerous television programs and 
in advertising materials, mostly 
aimed at younger consumers. 
“Hulkamania” has been running 
wild for all this time, and has made 
Hogan a true living legend, 
whether you like him or not. 

On that fateful February night, in 
front of the largest television audi- 
ence ever to witness a live wres- 
tling program, Hogan lost (or was 
robbed of) the belt which meant so 
much to him and his fans. 

The site was Indianapolis, IN. 
The opponent was none other than 
Andre the Giant, a man who had 
been probably the Hulkster’s clos- 
est friend for many years, but more 
recently, had turned into a bitter 
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A TRUE CHAMPION 


enemy because of his desire for a 
shot at the WWF title. Manager 
Bobby “The Brain” Heenan had 
been originally responsible for 
turning Andre into one of the ring’s 
most hated figures. He promised 
the Giant a shot at becoming a 
world champion for the first time in 
his career, and offered a tremen- 
dous amount of money to Andre if 
he would put his fate in Heenan’s 
hands. Andre, thinking that maybe 
time was running out on him, 
agreed. By now, you all know the 
result of the first meeting in Wres- 
tle Mania II]. Both Andre and 
Heenan (along with many ringside 
observers and media people) 
claim that the Giant actually 
pinned Hogan. However, referee 
Joey Morella indicated that he had 
tolled only a two count, and Hogan 
recovered to win the match. 

During the latter part of 1987, 
another person who would play a 
key role in this scenario appeared 
in the WWF. Veteran Ted DiBiase, 
now calling himself “The Million 
Dollar Man’, crashed onto the 
scene, throwing money at every- 
one, and making the claim that, 
one way or another, he would be 
the next WWF heavyweight cham- 
pion. Eventually, DiBiase managed 
to purchase Andre’s contract from 
Heenan for an amount the Brain 
called, “very satisfactory”. Now 
working for DiBiase, Andre began 
training for a rematch with the 
Hulkster. After long negotiations, 
the battle was signed. 

During this time, DiBiase and 
Andre apparently entered into an 
agreement by which, if Andre won 
the title, he would surrender it to 
DiBiase in exchange for substan- 
tial monetary concerns. Earlier, the 
Million Dollar Man had made a 
similar offer to Hogan, but was 
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By Tom Clutters 


turned down. Now, it appeared as 
if Andre, aware that his wrestling 
skills were deserting him, decided 
to “take the money and run”. Re- 
ports had been circulating for 
months that the Giant’s physical 
condition was rapidly going down- 
hill, and anyone who had seen him 
in the ring in recent months could 
certainly confirm that fact. 

Andre was accompanied to the 
ring by DiBiase and his ever- 
present bodyguard, Virgil. While 
they plotted their last-minute strat- 
egy, Hogan made his way down 
the aisle, much to the delight of the 
Indianapolis crowd. One facet of 
the prematch hoopla which was 
missed by all but a few was the un- 
usual amount of confidence shown 
by both DiBiase and Andre. Facing 
both a fine-tuned and highly-moti- 
vated Hulk Hogan and the fact that 
Andre was far from 100 percent 
physically still didn’t seem to faze 
the evil trio. As it turned out, they 
had good reason to feel confident. 

During the early part of the 
match, Hogan spent most of his 
time trying to knock the 500-pound 
Giant off his feet, but with no suc- 
cess. An ascent to the second rope 
by Hogan proved to be a big mis- 
take. Andre grabbed him and 
slammed him to the mat, knocking 
the wind out of the Hulk’s sails for 
the moment. Andre then took com- 
mand for a time, but was rapidly 
running out of gas from Hogan’s 
earlier assault. The Giant’s 
punches were less than effective, 
and Hogan recovered quickly. A 
second lunge from the ropes by 
the Hulkster proved adequate, as 
Andre went crashing to the mat. 
Hogan then went to the ropes, 
dropped a leg across the Giant, 
and covered him for the pin. How- 
ever, Virgil had been busy distract- 
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ing referee Dave Hebner at ring- 
side, and Hogan’s pin went unno- 
ticed. 

An enraged Hulkster tried to get 
Hebner’s attention, but during the 
lull, Andre recovered his senses. 
Grabbing Hogan from behind, he 
administered a devastating head 
butt, then, using a move some- 
where between a hip toss and a 
suplex, slammed Hogan to the 
canvas. As the Giant covered the 
champ, Hebner began his count. 
Hogan clearly managed to get one 
shoulder up after only a one count, 
but Hebner continued to slap the 
mat, and declared the match over. 
The official then grabbed the title 
belt, walked completely around the 
ring, and presented it to Andre, 
pronouncing him the new cham- 
pion. Andre in turn then presented 
the strap to a jubilant DiBiase, 
while a stunned and disbelieving 
Hogan watched. The ex-champ 
confronted Hebner, but to no avail. 
Meanwhile, Andre, DiBiase and 
Virgil went toward the dressing 
room to celebrate. 

As Hogan continued to plead his 
case to anyone who would listen, a 
startling development took place. 
Into the ring came another referee, 
one who just happened to look 
very much like Dave Hebner. The 
two nearly-identical officials ar- 
gued for several minutes while 
Hogan and a stunned audience 
watched. Hogan even grabbed 
both officials, trying to settle in his 
own mind just who was the real 
Dave Hebner. Hogan gave up in 
frustration after a few seconds, and 
the two officials began shoving 
each other. Finally, the man who 
had worked the actual match suc- 
ceeded in knocking his look-alike 
from the ring. This was a revelation 
to Hogan, who grabbed the bogus 
Dave Hebner by the shirt. Mean- 
while, the new “champion” and his 
partners in crime were making 
their way back to ringside to see 
what was going on. As they ar- 
rived, they were greeted by the air- 
borne body of the fake referee, 
who was deposited in their laps, 
courtesy of Hogan. 

In the week following the contro- 
versial match, WWF President 
Jack Tunney investigated all as- 
pects of the situation. First of all, it 
didn’t take a wrestling genius to 
figure out who the counterfeit Dave 
Hebner was. It was, of course, 
Dave's brother, Earl, who, by the 
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DiBiase cuts Hogan down to size. 


Hogan whips DiBiase. 


Hogan, is he still a hero? 


a 


way, happens to be employed by 
the NWA (One must wonder just 
how much money changed hands 
and between who to get Earl Heb- 
ner for this “one-night stand’’). But 
Tunney, for obvious reasons, chose 
to ignore that part of the situation. 
He did, however, decide to strip Di- 
Biase of the title, and put it up for 
grabs during a tournament as part 
of WrestleMania IV, and promised 
further investigations. 

Now, after more than four years, 
the World Wrestling Federation is 
faced with having a new champion. 
During a tournament as large as 
the one staged by the WWF, al- 
most anything can happen. Ho- 
gan, who was entered, could quite 
easily have gotten lost in the shuf- 
fle. The WWF then faced, and will 
eventually have to face again, life 
with a new champion. 

Is there anyone in the WWF who 
could do justice to Hogan’s title? 
Well, in addition to DiBiase, who is 
a fine wrestler and has the experi- 
ence to know how to act like a 
champion, you have men like 
Randy Savage, Rick Rude, and 
even someone like maybe Brutus 
Beefcake might be able to fill the 
bill, but it could very well be some- 
one who maybe hasn't even em- 
erged on the scene as of yet. 

Hulk Hogan IS the World Wres- 
tling Federation. Others have came 
and went, but Hulkamania has 
been a constant for a long time. He 
met and turned away nearly all 
contenders, and became a cham- 
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pion that the majority of WWE fans 
and officials felt comfortable with. 
He transformed from a cult hero to 
a genuine full-fledged celebrity, 
one who was accorded the same 
status as movie and rock stars of 
the 80s. He is as much a symbol of 
this decade as anything else on 
the planet. Love him or hate him, 
he’s impossible to ignore. 

Unfortunately for Hogan, the 
years of battling men like Savage, 
Paul Orndorff and King Kong 
Bundy have taken their toll. The 
constant travel and demands on 
his time have worn him down. One 
of the unpleasant side effects of 
the Hulkster’s status in today’s 
world is a lack of privacy, and close 
friends have noticed his increasing 
tension in public. Obviously, the 
pressure is finally catching up with 
Hulk Hogan. 

On many occasions, Hogan has 
expressed a desire to move on to 
another career, probably on the sil- 
ver screen. It might well be that the 
incident with Andre and DiBiase 
just might accelerate his decision. 
In any event, someone will eventu- 
ally have to fill his shoes when he 
finally does call it quits. Whomever 
that might turn out to be will have 
his work cut out for him. There will 
never be another Hulk Hogan, and 
anyone who holds the title after 
him will e!ways have to share it 
with a legend. To coin an old say- 
ing, the new champ will “only take 
his space. He'll never take his 
place”. 
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1 LUGER 


A LOOK AT THE 
ULTIMATE MATCH UP 


By Don Liable 


Unquestionably, they are two of 
the hottest wrestling commodities 
in the sport today. Sure, the name 
Hulk Hogan is known by children 
and non-wrestling fans. But, inter- 
nationally speaking, two American 
grapplers are thought of as the fu- 
ture of professional wrestling in the 
States. They are current National 
Wrestling Alliance Heavyweight 
Champion Ric “Nature Boy” Flair 
and Lex Luger. Both are proven 
world class athletes and continue 
to display talents that only solidify 
their proclamations as being the 
best at what they do—wrestle. A 
showdown between them appears 
inevitable. The outcome is any- 
one’s guess. However, there are 
numerous categories to reflect on 
that may swing your opinion on 
who would be the victor when they 
finally do sign a contract. 

Although the ‘‘Nature Boy” went 
through his ring apprenticeship 
with the American Wrestling Asso- 
ciation almost 17 years ago, the 
past eight years have been ex- 
tremely kind and lucrative to him. 
Upon his arrival into the NWA, Flair 
rapidly rose to the level of super- 
stardom. First there came the Mid- 
Atlantic Championship, then the 
United States Title, along with, on 
several occasions the NWA Tag 
Team Championship. Therefore, 
when Flair did have the prestigious 
NWA singles belt strapped around 
his waist after pinning then Champ 
Harley Race, there wasn’t a great 


deal of surprise. Most mat experts 
had expected it to happen, as it 
was just a matter of time. 

In the case of Lex Luger, like his 
counterpart, his current status in 
wrestling is something that has ar- 
rived due to his'perseverence and 
long hours of hard work with train- 
ers. After a brief collegiate football 
career and an even briefer stint in 
the professional ranks with the 
United States Football League, 
contrary to.promotional accolades 
of a glorious National Football 
League stay, Luger put his fine ath- 
letic background to work to his ad- 
vantage with wrestling. Residing in 


Florida, Luger was tutored by Hiro 
Matsuda, a retired but highly re- 
spected former wrestler and mar- 
tial arts expert. After his departure 
from the ‘Sunshine State’, Luger 
was gobbled up by Crockett Pro- 
motions. First a rulebreaker, now a 
fan favorite, Luger is the one name 
wrestling fans want to see match 
hold for hold with Flair. The varia- 
bles between Flair and Luger 
aren’t that wide apart. Who has the 
best chance of winning? 

In comparing strength, Lex has 
proven to be the clear winner in 
this category. The countless hours 
spent daily pumping iron in the 


Lex Luger seems ready to take on the world. 


Lex, an overrated youngster? 


gyms located in the cities at which 
he appears, openly can be seen. 
“He’s dynamic. Lex has muscles 
on top of his muscles. Hulk Hogan, 
Rick Rude or Paul Orndorff don’t 
even come close to the body Lex 
displays’, Jimmy Valiant, a fre- 
quent tag partner of Luger said. 
Flair’s ring appearance and condi- 
tioning is by no means sloppy. Ric 
remains, and always has taken a 
great deal of pride in his physique. 
However, Lex continues to dazzle 
fans and opponents with his feats 
of power as he almost noncha- 
lantly lifts 300 pound opponents 
over his head. 


Definitely one of the best is Flair. 
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When comparing speed and re- 
action time in the ring, the Champ 
is clearly the victor. Not only has 
his wrestling repertoire contained a 
potent offense for years, Flair’s de- 
fensive abilities to quickly and suc- 
cessfully counter an opponent’s 
hold unarguably is second to none. 
‘Ric has turned more would be hip 
tosses on him into body slams on 
his challengers, man, he’s greased 
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lightening once the bell rings to 
start a match’, Kevin Sullivan 
stated before an evening of NWA 
wrestling in Atlanta. Luger may not 
be as quick as a cat between the 
ropes but his actions prove he 
doesn’t have cement boots, either. 
Still early in his career, it has 
been noted on televised matches 
as well as at the arenas, Lex tele- 
graphs many of his moves. His op- 


ponents, at times, have been able 
to successfully get out of a ring 
compromising situation with him 
due to his deliberate delivery. 
Chalk this category up in Flair’s 
corner. 

Stamina. Perhaps, along with 
ability, stamina is the most impor- 
tant ingredient in any potentially 
successful career. Being able to 
match skills with opponents for, at 


A textbook competitor, Flair has wrestled the best. 


Lex Luger, 


\ Mr. Popularity, 


times, up to an hour requires a 
wrestler to masterfully think out his 
strategy and pace his actions ac- 
cordingly, in essence, not to run 
our of energy too quickly. Again, 
the “Nature Boy” gets the nod in 
this comparison. Lex does put on 
an awesome Clinic with opponents 
such as Dusty Rhodes, Ivan Koloff 
and The War Lord, but, a problem 
that has been persistent through- 
out his wrestling days, he has been 
winded and struggling 'to keep on 
his feet if he hasn’t done away with 
his challenger within ten minutes. 
On the other hand, Flair normally 
is engaged in matchups that last 
between 30 and 60 minutes. 
Wrestling ability is what has 
made Flair the most respected 
competitor in his craft. “He can do 


it all, get Knocked around the ring, 
get thrown on the cement floor out- 
side the ring and bounce back to 
slow down his opponent, he’s the 
best in our business’, Debbie 
Combs, current NWA Womans 
Champion said before a title de- 
fense. His bumps off the top ropes, 
his unforgettable dives through the 
ropes, the suplexs he administers 
clearly put Flair in a class of his 
own. Luger, with a few more years 
of experience behind him, shows 
all the signs of obtaining the ability 
level of Flair. The ring experience 
certainly is what puts the champ 
over Lex in this comparison. 

The intangibles are always a 
tough category to compare. With 
all the riches of the world champi- 
onship bestowed upon him for sev- 
eral years now, a hot question cir- 
culating presently is Ric still 
hungry enough to continue to han- 
dle the rigorous travel schedule 


burdened with being the champ? 
He is financially comfortable, and 
professionally speaking Flair has 
attained the final frontier, the world 
title in his craft. Luger, the young 
lion, has all the enthusiasm, dedi- 
cation and ability to give Flair a se- 
rious run for his money and is a se- 
rious-upset-in-the-making threat. 

The only absolute answer as to 
who is better would be answered 
when these two titans clash. Going 
into a title match, the World 
Champ Ric Flair would have to be 
the favorite. Although Luger prides 
himself on being labeled the ‘‘Total 
Package”, Flair silences any critics 
on his ability to defeat Lex by re- 
minding them of his personal favor- 
ite billing—World Champion. Flair 
and Luger both are winners. A 
match between them would make 
the fans winners, also. Talented in- 
dividuals as these don’t come 
along very often. 
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““TONY 
ATLAS’’ 


‘“‘Unfulfilled Potential” 


At one time, Tony Atlas looked 
like he could turn out to be one of 
the greatest stars professional 
wrestling had ever seen. He was 
young, had a body that seemed to 
be cut from solid granite, and had 
the talent and personality to make 
him popular with the fans. 

Now, in 1988, Tony Atlas is still 
“spinning his wheels” in his cho- 
sen profession, still struggling to 
carve his niche in the record 
books. Having worked in every ma- 
jor federation and alliance at one 
time or another, the Tony Atlas 
story still reads, “unfulfilled poten- 
tial”. 

A former Mr. USA, Atlas is cur- 
rently back in Texas, working for 
the Von Erichs in the World Class 
area. He holds the WCCW TV title, 
and is also one-half of the Texas 
tag team champions with Skip 
“Sweet Brown Sugar” Young. 
While not in the spotlight for much 
of 1987, Atlas remained busy, al- 
ternating between World Class and 
the WWC group in Puerto Rico, 
where he teamed up with Miguel 
Perez, Jr. to capture the local tag 
belts. During his career, the only 
“major” success that Atlas has en- 
joyed came when he and Rocky 
Johnson combined their talents to 
win the WWF tag titles. Otherwise, 
it’s been mostly regional titles for 
Tony Atlas. 

So what has went wrong? 

“Man, | sure wish | knew what 
the problem is,” says Atlas wist- 
fully. “‘l know I’m capable of beatin’ 
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By Tom Clutters 
photos by DeSpirito 


Tony is friendly to his fans 


(photo by B.L. Harbison) 


anybody who is in rasslin’ today. 
Some of the trouble has been my 
own fault, but there’s also been a 
lotta things | can’t control.” 

When he first started out, mat 
observers saw that this youngster 
from Roanoake, VA, had the poten- 
tial to be not only one of the sport’s 
best black athletes, but one of the 
best, period. Some have said that 
Tony’s easy-going attitude has 
been one factor in his lack of suc- 
cess. Sometimes he got ‘pushed 
around” by the politics of the sport. 
Other times, unsavory promoters 
tried to use Atlas to make their own 
stars look good. While Atlas ad- 
mits to having been very naive in 
his early days in the sport, he also 
knows that he has “wised up”’ over 
the years. 

‘Yeah, | was just an ol’ country 
boy goin’ into the big city. | didn’t 


have no friends, and | had to learn 
the hard way. Now that I’ve got 
smart about the business, a lot of 
promoters and officials don’t want 
nothin’ to do with me,” he said. 
“They'd like for me to be like | was 
before, but this ol’ boy ain’t gonna 
play them games anymore!” 

One major source of disappoint- 
ment to the loyal Tony Atlas fans 
has been his inability to rise to the 
levels enjoyed by other black su- 
perstars of the past. While men 
like Bobo Brazil and Ernie Ladd 
will certainly end up in pro wres- 
tling’s Hall of Fame (should there 
ever be such a thing), there isa 
noted lack of black stars in the 
game today. In fact, with the ex- 
ception of Atlas and maybe “The 
Natural” Butch Reed, no black 
grappler has made a deep impres- 
sion on today’s wrestling scene. 
While Atlas takes a great deal of 
pride in his heritage, he is fully 
aware of the situation. “I’m proud 
to be a black man, and proud to be 
an American,” he flatly states. “| 
don’t know what the deal is with 
this business today. | don’t think 
there’s that many young black men 
who want to try it in the first place, 
and a lot of those that do get dis- 
couraged real fast.” 

Some of the best times of Tony’s 
career came during his days in 
Georgia, where he and Tommy 
“Wildfire” Rich formed a highly- 
rated tag team. Known collectively 
as ‘‘T and T”, Atlas and Rich 
feuded with, and defeated, all of 
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David Shultz chokes Atlas on the ropes. 


Atlas takes control. 
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the best competition that Georgia 
Championship Wrestling could 
throw at them. They were the most 
popular team in the area while they 
were together, and were consid- 
ered a top threat to all titles. ““Me 
an’ Tommy, we had a pretty good 


Mr. U.S.A.—Tony Atlas 


thing goin,” Atlas remembers. 
“We beat the best, and you gotta 
remember, there were some pretty 
tough dudes in Georgia in those 
days.” After a while, however, most 
of the top competitors refused to 
sign against Atlas & Rich, and it 


became apparent that their days 
as a team were numbered. After fi- 
nally parting company, the careers 
of both men seemed to gradually 
slide downhill. Even though Rich 
managed to win the NWA title for a 
brief time, he soon ran into prob- 
lems, and wound up a hated rule- 
breaker in the Mid-South area, 
feuding with the legendary Jerry 
Lawler. Even though he has ad- 
vanced into the AWA in recent 
months, Wildfire’s star has lost 
much of its luster. Basically, the 
two old friends find themselves in 
much the same situation. Would it 
be possible for them to re-form 
their team, and maybe mount a se- 
rious chatlenge against the likes of 
maybe the Four Horsemen or even 
whoever might be the WWF cham- 
pions? “I’ve thought about that 
sometimes,” Atlas admits. ‘But | 
don’t hear from Tommy that much 
anymore, so | can’t say how he 
really feel about it.” 

Atlas also hears little from two 
more of his friends and allies from 
the past, namely Rocky Johnson 
and former AWA champion Rick 
Martel. Johson is currently working 
the “free agent’ game, moving 
from place to place, working for 
both independent and small feder- 
ations. Martel, on the other hand, 
is one-half of the current WWF tag 
team champions with Tito San- 
tana. ‘| keep up as best | can with 
where Rocky is workin’, but some- 
times it’s kinda hard to do. | have 
run into him a couple of times the 
last couple of years, but not very 
often. Rick has done pretty good 
for himself since we were both in 
the AWA. He’s darn good rassler, 
and he’s been like a brother to 
me,” Tony says. “I can keep up 
with him just by watchin’ TV, since 
him and Tito are on all the time.” 

The one obvious goal right now 
for Tony Atlas would be to mount a 
challenge against current World 
Class king Al Perez. Always before, 
the belt was in the possession of 
one of Tony’s friends, like Kevin 
Von Erich or Chris Adams, and At- 
las didn’t seriously consider get- 
ting a title shot. There’s also the 
‘possibility that Atlas and Young 
could move up to challenge for the 
WCCW tag team titles. In any 
event, Tony Atlas is aware that he 
might have to try either the NWA or 
WWF again in order to rewrite his 
career story. > 
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“ONE 


AN 
GANG" 


‘TIME TO CHANGE HIS WAYS!” 


The One Man Gang, where will his success take him? 


By Bobby Sanders 


Four years ago a distinctive, 
monsterous mass of a man from 
Chicago has been on the scene 
and since then is unrelentlessly 
striving to capture a major wres- 
tling championship. Toughness, 
roughness, strength, skills, stature, 
and ability have not been the rea- 
sons for the gentleman’s allure- 
ment from a world title. This man 
whom we speak of is none other 
than 300 Ibs. plus of George Gray 
A.K.A. The One Man Gang. The 
One Man Gang has wrestled in 
just about every promotional terri- 
tory known. Florida, Texas, New 
York, California, including various 
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tours to the Orient and Europe 
have not gained the One Man 
Gang a major wrestling title. 

A certain individual had this to 
say about the One Man Gang— 
“‘He’s still young yet, you people 
just watch my man, the One Man 
Gang is going to show the wres- 
tling world in a very short time, 
what he’s really made out of. Un- 
der my guidance, the Gang cannot 
fail!” That latter quote was from 
the dubious mouth of the manager 
of the One Man Gang, rightfully 
and simply named “Slick”’. 

The One Man Gang has wres- 
tled everyone that’s anyone in the 
World Wrestling Federation, but 
has been unsuccessful in securing 
a record of pinfalls over the 


W.W.F.’s luminaries. ‘‘It will be only 
a matter of time, my man,” Slick 
said. “The Gang will prove HIM- 
SELF shortly. He will also prove 
that his manager the ‘‘Slickster’” al- 
ways was and always will be, the 
greatest manager ever to be em- 
ployed by the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration.” 

A look at the One Man Gang’s 
career in the W.W.F., tells the story 
of what he has accomplished since 
he has aligned himself with the 
Slickster and that’s Nothing, virtu- 
ally nothing. Sure he’s wrestled 
some of the greatest ever to grace 
the squared circle, from Hogan to 
Savage to Steamboat but where 
have these confrontations brought 
him? Slick probably secured a ma- 
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Short disagreement between Butch Reed and Slick. Could O-e Man Gang be the next to confront Slick? 


The Slickster’s one co 
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jority of these matches, but what 
seems to be the problem? 

For the past year that Slick has 
been associated with the W.W.F. 
he has not accomplished anything 
either. The Bolsheviks, Butch 
Reed, and the One Man Gang are 
all not the most victorious of men 
in the World Wrestling Federation. 
Basically, you could blatantly say 
that Slick is a “LOSER”. It also 
seems that anyone that the Slick- 
ster associates with are 
“LOSERS”. 

Why then has the One Man 
Gang stayed with Slick for this 
lengthy amount of time? Surely, 
the man must have been thinking 
what all of his draw backs have 
been caused by. The One Man 
Gang has three paths to take, ei- 
ther drop Slick, leave the W.W.F. all 
together, or maybe just rearrange 
his goals and change his attitude. 
If he leaves Slick, it’s possible he 
can join with another manager 
such as Bobby Heenan or Jimmy 
Hart, both of whom have been ex- 
tremely successful in the past, but 
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this does not guarantee anything. 
On the other hand, if he leaves the 
World Wrestling Federation, and 
attempts to sign with another orga- 
nization, there are no concrete 
promises eithe:. A change in atti- 
tude though is a thought that the 
One Man Gang should seriously 
consider. The Gang wouid defin- 
itely go over with the fans as a fa- 
vorite. A change in this respect 
may be the answer to the Gang se- 
curing a major title, either the 
World's title or the Intercontinental 
title. 

Remember back about six years 
ago? A tall, blonde, devious rule- 
breaker from Venice Beach, Cali- 
fornia changed his ways? That 
man was Hulk Hogan, who went on 
to become W.W.F. World champion 
and the most notable wrestling at- 
traction of all time. Now doesn’t 
the One Man Gang also have that 
same potential? 

A message to the One Man 
Gang, drop Slick and change your 
attitude. Guaranteed you'll be 
champ within one year’s time. 
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“TULLY 


BLANCHARD” 


“THE HORSEMEN’S BAD APPLE?’ 


By Tom Clutters, photos by DeSpirito 


Le 

When you discuss wrestling’s 
Four Horsemen these days, you're 
talking about a study in contrasts. 
On the one hand, the Horsemen 
are riding high right now, with 
“Nature Boy” Ric Flair still holding 
the NWA World Heavyweight title, 
and Arn Anderson and Tully Blan- 
chard currently reigning as the 
World Tag Team champions. With 
James J. Dillon showing the way 
and plotting the strategies, as al- 
ways, the Horsemen couldn't be 
more successful inside the ring. 

However, over the past few 
months, there have been some 
rumblings coming from within the 
Horsemen camp. After Lex Luger 
had his change of heart and de- 
cided to leave the group to pursue 
his career in his own way, Flair, An- 
derson and Blanchard came very 
close to losing their togetherness. 
For several weeks, Dillon-scram- 
bled to try to find a suitable re- 
placement for Luger. After failing to 
attract Barry Windham into the fold 
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with a staggering offer, Dillon put 
his plans on hold. Rumors 
abounded, with names like Bob 
Orton, Greg Valentine and even 
Ronnie Garvin mentioned as pos- 
sible Horsemen, but nothing was 
confirmed. 

For some time now, there have 
been whispers of dissent among 
the organization. While Dillon did 
his best to quiet the talk, you could 
tell that something wasn’t quite 
right. While Dillon has tried to 
smooth things over, Flair and An- 
derson have more or less chosen 
to keep quiet on the subject. - 

As for Tully Blanchard, he has 
never hesitated to express his 
opinion. 

“Why is it that all of you media 
people have to constantly yap 
about trouble with the Four Horse- 
men?” he demanded. “If anyone 
would take the time to look, you’d 
see that we have the three most 
coveted titles in the world in our 
possession. We have everything 
that we could possibly want or 
need, and | can’t imagine how the 
circumstances could be any more 
ideal.” ; 

According to Blanchard, select- 
ing a fourth member of the group 
isn’t something that can be 
rushed. “Look, we all agreed on 
Windham, and J.J. made him a 
very lucrative offer. For a fellow 
Texan to be so dumb as to turn it 
down, well, that’s Windham’s loss. 
After that, we decided to just take 
our time, and make our selection 
carefully. To be asked to join the 
Four Horsemen is a tremendous 


honor that only a fool would refuse. 


Ole Anderson couldn't deal with it; 
Luger couldn't deal with it. Luger 
thinks that his career will really 
take off now, but after we get 


through with him, he’ll be begging 
to rejoin us.”’ 

While refusing to name names, 
Blanchard did admit that some of 
professional wrestling’s biggest 
stars have been considered as 
possible Horsemen. ‘‘Yeah, you 
could say that we’ve talked about 
some of the sport's ‘big boys’, says 
Tully. “But like | said, this is not 
something to rush into. You're talk- 
ing about the most elite group of 
professionals in the world. When 
we decide who will be the fourth 
member, you can be guaranteed 
that it wasn’t a rash decision.” 

On the surface, it appears as if 
the Horsemen have no worries 
whatsoever. But the recent reap- 
pearance of Ole Anderson on the 
scene to help Luger has opened 
up some old wounds. Ole, who is 
credited with having founded the 
Horsemen years ago, was the first 
to leave the fold after he and Blan- 
chard collided over the issue of 
family. Most of you will remember 
that Ole passed up on some book- 
ings in order to watch his son par- 
ticipate in a scholastic wrestling 
meet last year. Blanchard became 
the most outspoken Anderson 
critic, and the two eventually 
clashed on national television, with 
the end result being that Ole was 
dismissed from the group after a 
violent and bloody feud. “Ole got 
very personal about the whole 
thing,” recalls Blanchard. “He 
called me an outsider, saying that | 
was not a member of the ‘family’. 
Well, | suffered and sacrificed right 
alongside everyone else. | proved 
myself over and over, and earned 
my right to be called a Horseman. 
In fact, | was more loyal to the 
Horsemen than he was. He left us 
hanging more than once so that he 


Blanchard attempts to weasel 


himself out of the cage. 


could watch that kid of his wrestle. 
This is a business. This is how we 
make our living. Maybe his kid was 
more important to him, but earning 
a living means more to the rest of 
us. That’s just the Horsemen way, 
and we had to teach that to Ole An- 
derson.” 

The recent incidents involving 
Lex Luger also touches some raw 
nerves. ‘‘Luger came to us, and 
asked us to join. We eventually 
took him in, because he had the 
talent and the attitude to be one of 
us,”’ said Blanchard. We did every- 
thing together, we taught Luger the 
ropes, so to speak. But we never 
expected him to be as stupid as he 
turned out to be. Luger was never 
a team player, he was always inter- 
ested in himself. We thought that it 
was just a phase he was going 
through, but when it became ap- 
parent that it was more, we had to 
deal with it.” 

Luger’s eyes began to open dur- 
ing Starrcade ’87, when he lost the 
U.S. Heavyweight title to Dusty 
Rhodes. Luger had confided that 
he was uncomfortable with the 
‘game plan’ going in, but was de- 
termined to prove his loyalty to the 
Horsemen. After about 15 minutes 
of action, both Luger and Rhodes 
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were lying in the ring, and Dillon 
tossed a chair inside the steel 
cage. The plan backfired when 
Rhodes applied a DDT to Luger on 
the chair, and pinned him for the 
victory. “Luger agreed to J.J.’s 
plan before he went inside that 
cage. James has the most brilliant 
mind in professional wrestling. It 
wasn’t the plan that was flawed; it 
was Luger’s execution,” Tully 
claims. 

Blanchard became directly in- 
volved soon afterward during the 
first of the Bunkhouse Stampede 
series, which began in Miami. As 
the stampede match wound down, 
it left Luger, Blanchard, Anderson 
and Dillon standing in the ring as 
the final four survivors. After a brief 
conference, it was decided that Dil- 
lon would be allowed to win the 
match. The other three would sim- 
ply throw themselves over the top 
rope, and J.J. would be credited 
with the victory, and the $25,000 
first prize. Blanchard and Ander- 
son immediately went out, leaving 
only Luger and Dillon in the ring. 
Lex hesitated, bringing Anderson 
to the ring apron to find out what 
was going on. “Don’t worry about 
it,”’ Luger told him. ‘| know what 
I’m doing. I'll do what's right.”” He 


.then proceeded to throw Dillon out 


of the ring, and win the match. 
This brought Arn and Tully in, and 
eventually, the Horsemen brought 
Lex down with a chair. Only the ap- 
pearance of several wrestlers from 
the dressing room saved Luger 
from serious injury. 

“It’s like this, pal. | know what it 
takes to be a champion. | know 
what it takes to be a Horseman. 
Arn knows, Flair knows, and J.J. 
knows. We’re all part of this sport’s 
most elite.group, and we're all 
world champions. If you don’t have 
what it takes, you're not going to 
be able to be one of us.” said 
Blanchard. 

How about the time, only a 
couple of years ago, when Tully 
Blanchard and Ric Flair were bitter 
enemies? A lot of harsh words 
were exchanged, and a lot of blood 
was spilled when Tully and J.J. 
tried to lift the Nature Boy’s title. 
“Why the hell do you people keep 
bringing this stuff up,” shouted 
Blanchard. “That was a long time 
ago. Things were much different 
then. Flair and | settled our prob- 
lems ages ago, and you refuse to 
let it die!” 

That might be so, but many peo- 
ple now believe that the old memo- 
ries of clashes between them- 
selves are partly responsible for 
the unsettled condition of the Hor- 
semen today. When you have so 
much talent and such large egos 
together in one place, there is 
bound to be friction. And with re- 
cent history being what it is, it 
seems only a matter of time before 
the whole thing will explode. The 


‘fact that all of the Horsemen are 


extremely touchy about the subject 
adds even further to the rumors. 
Like he said, Tully Blanchard 
knows what it takes to be a cham- 
pion. He is a former U.S. cham- 
pion, and former World TV champ. 
Now, he is one-half of the World 
tag team champs. The next logical 
step would be for the San Antonio, 
TX, native son to set his sights on 
the biggest prize of all. While not 
quite Ric Flair’s equal in box office 
appeal, Tully is certainly one of the 
best technical wrestlers in the 
world, and is very capable of ex- 
changing Flair hold for hold. But 
when confronted about his own as- 
pirations to be world champ, Blan- 
chard is evasive. ‘‘! am a world 


_ Tully Blanchard is made of rough rawhide. 


Tully Blanchard, always a champion. 


champion now. For anyone to think 
that | would want the NWA title 
while my friend Ric Flair holds it, 
well, | don’t want to talk about it!” 
The whole situation with Tully 
Blanchard and the Four Horsemen 
will eventually be resolved. No one 
can say for sure what is going to 


take place. The Horsemen may be 
around forever, or they may be dis- 
solved before 1988 is over. As for 
Blanchard himself, he remains ad- 
amant about the situation. ‘‘For the 
last time, there is no dissent 
among the Four Horsemen,” he 
states. ““We have all of the world ti- 


tles, and we have all the material 
things in life a person could ever 
want. Things could not be better. 
There is no dissent. You hear me? 
THERE IS NO DISSENT!” 

Okay, Tully. But you won’t mind if 
we stick around to see if you’re 
right, do you? 
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By Don Liable 


At times it appears his ring 
actions rewrite the laws of gravity. 
No wrestler in modern time has uti- 
lized the ring ropes, specifically 
the top one to put the finishing 
touches on a weakened opponent. 
During matches in television stu- 
dios taped for millions to view, it 
has become a regular ritual, and 
necessity for him to adjust the 
lights above the ring to avoid his 
damaging them. As high as 
“Beautiful” Bobby Eaton, one half 
of the National Wrestling Alliance’s 
premiere tag team—the Midnight 
Express, flies over his foes, there 
was a time when his career was 
stagnant and appeared grounded. 

It’s been twelve years since 
Bobby Eaton had his first pro 
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“Bobby Eaton’ 
“Wrestling’s High Flyer’ 


match. Eaton, a native of Hunts- 
ville, Alabama, eager to land a 
sponsor to learn the wrestling 
trade contacted promoters 
throughout the Southeastern area. 
With an impressive high school 
wrestiing reputation to his credit, 
long time Nashville wrestling czar 
and NWA trustee Nick Gulas took 
a gamble on the teenager. At the 
time of Eaton’s arrival in Tennes- 
see, George Gulas, the promoter’s 
son was in need of a tag team part- 
ner. Starting out and in need of a 
respected grappler to ‘bring him 
along’, Eaton leaped at the oppor- 
tunity to fill the void. In 1977, 
Bobby and George became a suc- 
cessful partnership known 
throughout the South as “The Jet 
Set”. Within six months, their ca- 
reers really took off. 


aes 


Definitely a misunderstood and underrated personality. 


Perhaps it was that initial taste 
with tag team competition that 
hooked Eaton on feeling more 
comfortable in the ring with a part- 
ner. With George Gulas showing 
the way, along with Bobby, the Jet 
Set roared on. Randy Savage, 
Dutch Mantel, Whipper Watson, Jr. 
and Tojo-Yamamoto, all estab- 
lished veterans, publicly targeted 
the ‘‘Jet Set” as their top priority in 
their quests to land a shot at the 
Mid-America Tag Team Champion- 
ship. With improverients in every 
match, thanks to exciting matches 
highlighted by the leaping and ily- 
ing antics of Eaton, southern wres- 
tling “hot bed” cities such as Tus- 
caloosa, Birmingham, Chattan- 
ooga and Louisville began to see 
their arenas fill up twofold, with the 
presence of Eaton and George Gu- 
las. 

Within a year on the pro circuit, 
thanks to his unpredictable ring 
work and by being viewed by al- 
most two million homes a week on 
matches presented on the Ameri- 
can Cable Network, Bobby Eaton 
became an established wrestling 
personality. He let his blonde hair 
grow to shoulder length, which he 


od 
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and his wrestling trunks gave way 
to a flashy, eye catching ring ward- 
robe of colorful tights and boots. 
After Bobby and George secured 
the Mid-America Tag Team Cham- 
pionship from Whipper Watson, Jr. 
and Ripper Collins, their profes- 
sional goals in the Nashville based 
NWA affiliate peaked. 

George had no plans on leaving 
. his home territory. As for Bobby 
Eaton, he was ready to be un- 
leashed nationally as well as inter- 
nationally. For the next several 
years of perfecting his aerial 


has maintained through the years, . 
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moves and gaining invaluable ex- 
perience, Bobby did well in individ- 
ual competition but was constantly 
on the look out for a tag partner. In 
1983, Bobby was introduced to a 
manager who was just breaking 
into the sport. Jim Cornette, a 
young, well-groomed, loudmouth 
who appeared to be the second 
coming of the late Grand Wizard, 
was looking to form a wrestling sta- 
ble, courtesy of his wealthy moth- 
er’s checkbook. Two weeks before 
the two met for the first time, Cor- 
nette was in attendence at the Mid- 
South Coliseum in Memphis when 


Eaton takes Windham down to size. 
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Bobby captured the prestigious 
Southern Title from “Superstar” 
Bill Dundee. 
From that initial conference to 


‘the present, Eaton and Cornette, 


both approximately the same age, 
get along quite well. The duo are 
not just manager and employee 
but have established a close out of 
ring friendship with each other’s 
family. 

Along with his manager, Eaton 
moved on to Texas rings. Knowing 
Bobby excelled and felt more at 
ease in tag competition, Mama 
Cornette opened her purse strings 
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Beautiful Bobby 


once again to please her son. Jim 
signed up “Lover Boy” Dennis 
Condrey, another Tennesseean 
who had not only faired well in sin- 
gles competition including a pinfall 
victory over Jerry “The King” 
Lawler in Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
but was impressive in tag battles 
for Promoter Gulas with Dr. D- 
David Schultz as his partner. 

“Beautiful” Bobby, a nickname 
tagged on him by all the young 
ladies envious of his long, blonde 
locks, was now at his happiest 
since the time when he and 
George Gulas teamed. The first 
stop in Texas was for Houston Pro- 
moter Paul Boesch. Constantly on 
the go in the ring and flying onto 
opponents almost at will from the 
top ropes, Cornette dubbed his 
men “The Midnight Express”. 
With each match, Bobby seemed 
to get better and display daring 
leaps that resembled that of the 
wrestling prevalent in Mexico and 
Japan. 

Shuttling back and forth be- 
tween the Boesch promotions and 
the World Class Championship 
Wrestling group in Dallas, Eaton’s 
ring abilities became common con- 
versation in arenas throughout the 
Southwest. In virtually all of Eaton 
and Condrey’s matches, it was 
Dennis who set up an opponent 
with a fist or two to the mid-section 
enabling “Beautiful” Bobby to de- 
liver the final blow, a flying drop- 
kick or “atomic knee drop’”’, to flat- 
ten and finish off the competition. 

The Midnight Express began to 
attract international attention. Two 
invitations to tag tournaments in 
Japan were the first overseas 
action for Cornette’s boys. Tours of 
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Australia and Singapore followed 
next. 

Upon returning to the States, 
Eaton and his partner, along with 
“Blabber Mouth” Cornette, 
hooked up with Jim Crockett Pro- 
motions of the NWA. Crockett Pro- 
motions, whose matches air 
weekly by the Turner Broadcasting 
Cable Network, was in the process 
of going on a national tour. An ath- 
lete of Bobby’s talents solidify the 
credibility of the promotion as be- 
ing big-time. 

In every area where the Midnight 
Express appeared, as the duo en- 


tered the ring, anticipation grew as 
to what Bobby would do off the top 
rope. Soft spoken, appearing 
rather nonchalant, almost smug 
with confidence, Bobby continues 
to put his opponents away ina 
rather easy but exciting fashion. 

Some experts speculate all the 
media coverage bestowed upon 
Eaton caused Condrey to break up 
the successful team. Before and 
after Condrey departed the scene 
and Stan Lane became the newest 
member of the Midnight Express, 
the NWA World Tag Team Champi- 
onship and United States Tag Ti- 
tles have become part of Bobby’s 
trophy case. On the Crockett 
lineup for several years now, 
Bobby’s ring actions continue to 
thrill audiences. 

He wins with pizzazz. He keeps 
you coming back for more. Like a 
pilot, ‘‘Beautiful’ Bobby flying 
around the ring as a small, but 
devastating bomber is exciting to 
watch. All the riches and critical 
acclaim that has come Eaton’s way 
is no fluke but a result of hard 
work. Bobby Eaton is a believer in 
the buddy system. Counting on his 
partner, and vise versa, is Bobby’s 
nitch that will one day prove to be 
his vehicle to being remembered 
as one of wrestling’s greatest tag 
team performers of all-time. 


A little peck on the cheek from Cornette. 
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“DUSTY RHODES’ 


‘““SHOULD HE RETIRE?’’ 


Dusty, years gone by. 


By Don Liable 

The charisma is still as powerful 
as ever. An undying will to take on 
the toughest opponents continues 
to flourish. However, in sports most 
noticeably, more often than not an 
athlete begins getting hints to re- 
tire from active competition when 
the body is unable to perform up to 
the mind’s expectations. Pure and 
simple. When a wrestler begins to 
slow down in his or her ring work, 
admitting their time in the spotlight 
is over and that it’s time to step 
aside for the promising rookies, it 
is without a doubt a tough decision 
to own up to. Dusty Rhodes, the 
self-proclaimed “American 
Dream”, is perhaps the best exam- 
ple in professional wrestling today 
at not knowing when to call it 
“quits”. 

For almost twenty years, Rhodes 
gave a first class effort to promote 
professional wrestling. Now clos- 
ing in on his fiftieth birthday, during 
his matches the native of Austin, 
Texas displays a quarter of the tal- 
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ent he once showed in the early 
part of his career that led him into 
becoming a household name. With 
stars such as “‘Hotstuff’ Eddie Gil- 
bert, Brad Armstrong and Tim 
Horner on the National Wrestling 
Alliance roster of wrestlers, at the 
expense of stagnating and possi- 
bly even terminating their promis- 
ing future on the mat circuits, an 
obviously out of shape and over- 
weight fading superstar refuses to 
give up the reins to the next gener- 
ation. 

Without hesitation, it has been a 
career of many highlights and one 
that would be difficult to match by 
many of today’s headliners. When 
Dusty began his career as a grap- 
pler after an impressive tenure at 
West Texas State, you just knew he 
would eventually make it to the top 
of his craft. Surrounded by the 
Funk family, Dory, Sr., Dory, Jr. and 
Terry, their world championship ex- 
periences rubbed off on Rhodes. 
In fact, years later, most recently 
two years ago, the big Texan cap- 


Me 


Dusty is casual out of the ring. 


tured the NWA Heavyweight 
Championship for the third time. 

In the early years in his home 
state and then onto the American 
Wrestling Association, along with 
“Dirty” Dick Murdoch, Rhodes and 
his partner ruled tag team competi- 
tion known as “The Outlaws”. 
Crusher Lisowski, Dick the Bruiser, 
Wahoo McDaniel, a young Ken 
Patera and Verne Gagne, all team- 
ing up with each other, were the re- 
cipients of beatings and other vi- 
cious acts of violence they are still 
reminded of when ever “The Out- 
laws” are mentioned. Rhodes and 
Murdoch steamrolled their way to 
many tag championships. 

Being the son of a plumber and 
raised from a life of hardship and 
constant sacrificing, Rhodes 
hailed himself as the “American 
Dream’. Coming from a relatively 
poor background and moving into 
a lifestyle of the rich, Rhodes saw 
himself as the ultimate role model 
for the disadvantaged to look up 
to. Whether or not the goal of 
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The rough one, Dusty Rhodes. 


Dusty’s to be the ultimate success- 
ful underdog and hero is still open 
for debate. Throughout his career, 
for the amount of talent he showed 
off, the hype to get him over as a 
winner in the fans eyes was twice 
as much. Dusty’s talents were ob- 
vious but not enough to paint a 
clear picture of an accomplished 
wrestler. 

Tours overseas didn’t materialize 
as hoped for. Mainly a brawler, in 
Japan wrestling ability is what sep- 
arates the “men from the boys”’. 
Although able to compete on the 
level of Giant Baba and Antonio 
Inoki, easily outmatched in their 
encounters, sad to say, Dusty was 
delegated into being one of “the 
boys”. 

Before Dusty’s career peaked 
five years ago upon signing on with 
Jim Crockett Promotions, a major 
promotional force of the NWA 
based in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
he enjoyed a modest success ratio 
in the World Wide Wrestling Feder- 
ation. From Texas Bullrope to 
Texas Death Matches, Rhodes 
couldn’t dethrone then WWWEF 
Champ “Superstar” Billy Graham. 
It was upon his departure of the 
WWWFE when Rhodes found his 
place in the sport to which he had 
dedicated much of his life to. 

In the Mid-Atlantic region, under 
the Crockett banner, Dusty cap- 
tured every significant singles and 
tag title that were up for grabs. 
Once the promotion secured its 
weekly television show on a cable 
network with the potential audi- 
ence of viewers reaching in the mil- 
lions, it appeared this was the turn- 
ing point and slide downward of 
Dusty’s career. 

A subdued ego went berserk. It’s 
as if it weren't enough to title your- 
self a dream, Rhodes began claim- 
ing he was THE legend of wres- 
tling. It appears the names of Lou 
Thesz, Pat O’Connor, “Killer’’ 
Kowalski and Buddy Rogers aren't 
familiar to a forgetful Rhodes. 
Whatever physique and repertoire 
of holds he once showed off in the 
ring was long gone. During the 
past few years, Rhodes has deteri- 
orated in ring savvy to the extent of 
chants, “boring, boring” heard as 
he heads down the arena aisles, 
and those are the polite observa- 
tions directed towards him before 
his matches get underway. 

By all accounts, the faded 
“Dream” talks up a meaner battle 
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Should Dusty cash it in? 


than he displays in the ring. On 
any given wrestling program aired 
by The Wrestling Network, a 
Crockett subsidiary, you can view 
Rhodes boasting and making 
praise about his favorite topic— 
himself. Due to all the TV time alot- 
ted to himself, on a network which 
he serves as the senior producer, 
there is at times not even enough 
air time left for the NWA World 
Champion Ric Flair to speak of his 
travels. 

If you were to examine the 
length of any given Rhodes match, 
except for a select few, you would 
note that Dusty has trouble lasting 
more than five minutes with an op- 
ponent. Gasping for air at an al- 
most alarming rate, the rundown 
Rhodes is a prime candidate for re- 
tirement. The ‘American Dream’s” 
ability to put ‘‘fannies in the seats” 
is long gone. The once muscular 
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legs and upper torso disappeared 
years ago. The memories of his 
greatest matches are still present 
but disappearing quickly to fresh 
thoughts of an obese has-been. 

It seems Dusty Rhodes’ tough- 
est opponent today is himself. 
Each match he gallantly tries his 
best at fails to thrill an ever dwin- 
dling legion of fans. If Big Dust 
continues to wrestle, he won't go 
out in a blaze of glory but as a has- 
been that many won’t remember 
was a somebody once. Seeing 
Rhodes perform well below the 
level he once did, it’s clear Dusty is 
well overrated, especially by him- 
self, and should rest on his laurels 
that once made him a major attrac- 
tion across the United States. Per- 
haps the blame for the continuous 
push of Rhodes into main events 
can also be pointed at the booker 
and matchmaker of the NWA. 
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Winner of the Bunkhouse Stampede. 


Finally! Real Female Wrestling 
Featuring Top Strength Athletes! 


Tired of fake action? Tired of trying to believe what you know isn’t for real? Then feast your eyes on the women of Premier Productions. We fea- 
ture top bodybuilders, powerlifting stars, and other real strength athletes in all-out freestyle wrestling matches (both girl/girl and mixed), and 
apartment house wrestling as well. You've seen their muscles bulge on TV. You've read about their incredible strength. Now see it applied in true 
physical combat! Real holds, with maximum force. Could you stand up to it? At last, what you've been waiting for has arrived! 


Premier Productions 


Video 4 (4 part extravaganza of wrestling) 


Care to see a beautiful college girl come up to your apartment clad in short 
mini, bobbi socks and high heels? Then, strip to reveal all her powerful glutes 
and thighs? Then. . .force the professor to submit between them? You'll see all 
this and much more, including the ultimate display of raw, female leg power in 
the second part (courtesy of Barbara's 27” thighs and 16” calves) in this best- 
selling classic. A man squashed between bulging calves as she rises to her 
toes? Believe it! Even the two girls go atitin an exciting match! Running time is 
1% hours. Cost is $85. 


Video 10 (Apartment-house action) 


The ability of a man to withstand a series of excrutiating holds applied by 
one of the world’s most muscular women — the great Kay Baxter. Watch Tom 
scream in submission as he breaks down under the force of her awesome 
thighs! Running time is 55 minutes. Cost is $60. 


Video 18 (Freestyle — two matches) 


Something for everyone here. Thunderous power exerted by some of the 
strongest women you will ever see...fabulous moves to gain instant sub- 
missions. . .glute, thigh, and hamstring muscles rippling like steel! If youdon't 
like this, we give up! Running time is 60 minutes. Cost is $60. 


Video 5 (Freestyle Wrestling) 


Two top female bodybuilders in non-stop mat action against each other as 
well as two males. Watch and listen as rock hard bodies lock together in a 
battle for physical supremecy, Spectacular pins and submissions in this one! 
Running time is 40 minutes. Cost is $40. 
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A complete illustrated list will be sent with your order. 


lenclose $ ______. Please send me the following Premier Productions videos or photo sets as circled below. Canadians MUST send postal money orders in US 
funds. Foreign MUST send International Money Orders only, and must add 10% for Air Mail. Send checks, money orders or cash (certified or registered only) to Premier 
Productions, P.0. Box 453A, Willow Street, PA 17584. Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


VIDEOS (Please circle VHS or BETA or PAL) 


PHOTO SETS (all real action!) Orders of $100 or over take 10% discount. PAL must add $10 per video. 

Photo Set 7: Girl vs. girl photos from Video 4 (40 color) = $24 Video 4 (12 hours) = $85 

Photo Set 8: Mixed wrestling photos from Video 4 (50 color) = $30 Video 5 (40 minutes) = $40 

Photo Set 13: Video 10 photos (30 color) = $18 Video 10 (55 minutes) = $60 

Photo Set 21: Video 18 photos (30 color) = $18 Video 18 (60 minutes) = $60 
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By Don Liable 


Don’t let his handsome features 
mislead you into trusting him. That 
should be the furthest thing on 
anyone’s mind, iust ask his pre- 
vious opponents. Behind the well 
dressed, well groomed, honest 
looking ‘‘boy next door” is a sadis- 
tic, unscrupulous wrestling ma- 
chine that will stop at nothing for 
personal achievement. Terry Taylor, 
of Vero Beach, Florida, has left a 
trail of destruction and deceit in 
every major promotion throughout 
North America. However, as much 
as Taylor is despised by the fans, 
he continues to add to his collec- 
tion of championship belts. Why 
would a young man with an obvi- 
ously bright and promising career 
in wrestling display a lack of re- 
spect for all aspects of the sport? 
The sad part of the Terry Taylor 
saga is his abundance of athletic 
ability perhaps doesn’t receive the 
proper recognition as due him, 
mainly because of his total disre- 
spect of the rulebook. What was a 
chorus of cheers has now turned to 
jeers. 

When Taylor first joined the pro- 
fessional ranks, his amateur back- 
ground sprang him into main 
events quickly. His climbing the 
ladder of success brought Taylor 
quite a bit of national exposure. 
Within his first six months as a 
touring pro there were more pic- 
tures and tee-shirts sold in arenas 
throughout Florida of him than any 
other personality. Terry Taylor was 
now a star. ‘| remember when he 
was first signed up by Champion- 
ship Wrestling of Florida. Most of 
the wrestlers had heard about him 
in the sports pages due to his win- 
ning performances on the high 
school wrestling scene. Never did 
|, or any of the other pros that | 
spoke with imagine, that Terry 
would learn and excel at sucha 
rapid pace. He knew he was tal- 
ented and | feel his attitude down- 
fall began when he started to read 
his clippings too much’, former Na- 


Terry Taylor of Vero Beach, Florida. 


tional Wrestling Alliance Jr. Heavy- 
weight Champion Mike Graham 
said while on a recent trip to New 
Jersey. Taylor had the Southern 
and Florida State titles strapped 
around his waist within an amazing 
eighteen months as a pro. When 
reflecting, Terry certainly makes a 
good case for having too much too 
fast. 

From his home turf, Terry strut- 
ted out of the ‘“Sunshine”’ state for 
the much heralded Georgia Cham- 
pionship Wrestling promotions 
based in Atlanta. Granted, the tal- 
ent was some of the best in the 
country, Ole Anderson, Stan Han- 
sen, Ric Flair, Roddy Piper, but 
there was another reason as to 
why Taylor and his ever enlarging 
ego set up shop in Atlanta. Na- 
tional television exposure. The pro- 
motion’s weekly televised program 


Terry Taylor, one of the best in the world. 


was beamed nationwide on the Su- 
perstation WTBS. Millions of fans 
tuned in. 

At first, it appeared as if Taylor 
would behave himself in the ring. 
But, never comfortable being just 
one of the boys, Terry began de- 
manding a shot at the National 
Heavyweight Title. Still on the sin- 
cere side of the fans, and to build 
up a lucrative live gate at the Omni 
Arena, along with his winning 
record, a championship match was 
granted. Some fellow wrestlers 
saw the situation as a power strug- 
gle between Terry and the-pro- 
moters, which didn’t sit too well. 
‘When | was fortunate enough to 
win that belt from The Spoiler in 
Marietta, Ga., it came due to a lot 
of hard work and a rankings posi- 
tion that | earned. | didn’t go to the 
promotion’s office, stomp my feet 


2: 


and act like a spoiled brat, de- 
manding it. Terry has always had 
an abundance of talent, it’s too 
bad he is so aware of it’, Bob Arm- 
strong recalled. 

Atlanta proved, just as he hoped 
for, to be Taylor’s launching pad to 
international wrestling promi- 
nence. While in the “Peach State”, 
Terry saw much of his wrestling 
idol—the ‘‘Nature Boy”: Ric Flair, 
the NWA World Heavyweight Wres- 
tling Champion. Many ring experts 
today feel Taylor indeed attempts 
to duplicate Flair’s every move and 
mannerism in and out of the ring. 
Expensive three piece suits, cus- 
tom made shoes and flashing 
large denominations of money in 
full public view have raised the is- 
sue of Taylor attempting to be a 
clone of the champ. Flair has never 
been known as a humble or mod- 
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. J 
Taylor, destined for super stardom. 


est man. Cocky, aggressive, smug, 
they all paint a clear picture of 
Flair’s public approach to the sport 
of wrestling. Unfortunately, those 
adjectives resemble the personna 
of Terry Taylor. 

After faring quite well for himself 
and gaining huge amounts of me- 
dia attention, Terry moved on toa 
new promotion, a new challenge. 
Mid-South Wrestling overseen by 
Cowboy Bill Watts covered Okla- 
homa, Louisiana, Texas and Mis- 
sissippi. Upon Taylor’s entrance 
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into the fledging group, it seemed 
as if he had turned over a new leaf. 
The smugness was not evident. 
Taylor went by the rules and was 
being cheered by his ever growing 
legion of fans. Further more, Terry 
finally seemed to be enjoying his 
public acceptance. Along with 
Magnum Terry Allen, Taylor finally 
received his long awaited wish to 
be the ‘‘top banana” in a major 
wrestling league. Kamala, Mr. 
Olympia, Jim Duggan and yes, the 
Million Dollar Man himself—Ted 


DiBiase all went down in defeat to 
the Vero Beach native. Life 
couldn’t have been more rosier for 
Terry Taylor at that point. When 
Magnum TA accepted an offer with 
Jim Crockett Promotions, Terry 
was the one athlete’s name every- 
one along the Mid-South circuit 
knew. 

With the future of the Mid-South 
organization looking bright, there 
was talk of the group expanding 
nationally. A cable company began 
airing the Mid-South tapes 


throughout the country. With the 
interest present, Mid-South be- 
came the Universal Wrestling Fed- 
eration. Terry Taylor was a major 
reason as to why the UWF began 
to present matches from coast to 
coast. His ring ability and now like- 
able personality brought the fans, 
especially the young ladies by the 
droves into arenas. Enter “Hot- 
stuff’ Eddie Gilbert and Missy 
Hyatt. Known as “Hotstuff and Hy- 
att International”, these two proven 
troublemakers somehow con- 
vinced the repented Taylor to join 
up with the wrestling family they 
were forming. With money and 
promises of power, both of which 
have proven in the past to be 
downfalls of Taylor’s, persuaded 
Terry to go back to his “anything 
for a dollar” attitude. 

Taylor and Gilbert for almost a 
year did as they pleased in the 
UWF, and then in the NWA as well. 
Just before Terry’s exit from the 
UWF/NWA promotions for wres- 
tling action in the Memphis, Ten- 
nessee area, perhaps Taylor was 
put in his place for the first time in 
his career. Holding the UWF Televi- 
sion Championship, Terry chal- 
lenged then NWA TV Champ Nikita 
Koloff in a winner-take-all title 
match in Chicago on the highly 
publicized “STARRCADE” night of 
wrestling presented by the NWA. 

Much smaller in size and appar- 
ently in heart, Taylor appeared to 
have written off this match as a vic- 
tory before it ever took place. 
Needless to say, it’s history now, 
the big Russian left the ring carry- 
ing two belts. Whether he was em- 
barrassed or afraid to show his 
face in public and accept a loss, 
like any other athlete, Taylor’s best 
defense was to run and hide. 
Goodbye UWF and NWA, hello 
Memphis; look out Jerry “The 
King” Lawler. Currently, Terry splits 
bookings with the Jarrett Promo- 
tions in Tennessee and with World 
Class Championship Wrestling, 
under the leadership of Ken Man- 
tel, in Dallas, Texas. 

After seeing Terry Taylor wrestle, 
you can't help not root for him. You 
have to believe that one day he will 
turn his attitude around for good, 
and when he does, you can bet de- 
partment stores will be deluged 
with posters of him. Not only is 
Terry Taylor marketable, he’s a 
gifted athlete. He deserves the 
fans approval, now he must earn it. 
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Invisible heel lifts add height 


Tired of being short? | was! Now there is something 
we short men can do about being taller and it really 
works. That's because these amazing invisible, well 
constructed heel lifts add vital height instantly. Yet 
they are completely inconspicuous so no one will 
ever suspect you are wearing them. 


Make her look up to you 


Did you know that tall men are more successful with 
girls and also gethigher paying jobs? It's true. Inde- 
pendent studies confirm it. So why not become taller 
now. It’s easy and fast. These lightweight, completely 
hidden heel lifts fit securely into any pair of shoes 
so they cannot be detected by anyone. Completely 
inter-changeable to fit comfortably in any pair of 
shoes. One size fits all. Worn by famous Hollywood 
and TV stars. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Yes! | want to be taller. | enclose $4.95 for one pair; 
$7.95 for two pairs. Add 95¢ for shipping & handling, 
Send to: 

Lakeside Products, Inc., Dept. J88 
3038 NW. 25 Ave., Pompano Beach, FL 33069 
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|} PRO WRESTLING MASKS 
| JUST LIKE THE SUPERSTARS WEAR! | 
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| On Around the World! | 
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® The real thing in special sizes 
for young wrestling tans or 
adults 
Full head coverage 
Durable polyester fabric hood 
w/vinyl lace shield 
SHOCK ® Laces tie in back 
COMMANDER!” Please circle your size 
(Red, White & Blue w/ SIZES: Small (5-10 yrs. old) 
Metallic Silver Face Medium (10-16 yrs, old) 
| Shield) Large (17-adult) 


NEW! XLarge (190 Ibs. +) 
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CALL (512) 697-8900 


BROCHURE *2.00 


(Order by model name) Lio 
® TAG TEAMPAIRS- only $24.00 
2 '2.00 Shipping & Ine 
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CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
SPORTING GOODS DIVISION 
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j To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78701 
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International Wrestlers Organization 


WORLD 


HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION 
‘TITLE BELT’, 
“AighGuelty 
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CONSTRUCTION 


* CATTLE BARON LEATHER COS 

SPORTING GOODS DIVISION Brings 

You This HIGH QUALITY, ALL TOP.GRAIN, THICK, HEAVY 

BLACK LEATHER BELT W/IHUGE GOLD Colored, SOLID, 

Highly Polished METAL 6'x 5" Center Plate. Side Plate 

Shows USA Flag, CONFEDERATE Flag, MEXICO & JAPAN 

Flags CENTER PLATE SHOWS GLOBE, TITLE & WREST- 
LERS IN ACTION . ALLIN BLACK & RED COLORS. 


* HEAVY, SOLID NICKEL STUDS Secure PLATES TO BELT 


« Greet To DISPLAY With Your Favorite WRESTLERS 
Pictures Or WEAR To Your Next Match 


* TAN LEATHER NAME SLANK Stiched On Back So You 
Can Have Your Favorite STAR AUTOGRAPH YOUR BELT 


* DOUBLE SETS OF SNAPS IN BACK Allows BELT TO FIT 
26° 10 40" waists Bolt is 7%" Wide Al Center 


* Made Entirely in USA 4 To 6 Week Delivery. 


TITLE BELT ORDER This ta The Original | W.0, 
BROCHURE $200 DIRECT “TITLE BELT") 


only $89.95 


pion $5.00 
hipping & 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512) 697.8900 Or Send 


Check, M.0., VISA Qr MC, To pnipping | 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO 
SPORTING GOOD DIVISION 
Ger P.O, BOX 100724, DEPT, E 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 
BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 


Action! Excitement! 
FIGHTING FEMALES 
unique videocassettes 

& photos 
Raw Wrestling Action 

Brutal Boxing Bouts 

Clawing Cat-fights 
Mud Madness Matches 
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16 page Picture Packed 
Brochure—$3.00 
Send to: 4-F Films, 
2520 N. Lincoln, Box 444 
Chicago, Il. 60614 
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SLAUGHTER 


WRESTLING THE AMERICAN WAY! 


By Don Liable 


Not everyone is fortunate to live 
out their childhood fantasy. From 
the time he first began watching 
television as a youngster, profes- 
sional wrestling was his favorite 
programming. Getting hooked on 
the mat sport early on, Bob 
Slaughter didn’t have to think twice 
about how he wanted to earn a liv- 
ing once reaching adulthood. 
There have been scores of heroes 
to hit the wrestling world in the 
past decades. Perhaps the best 
definition of a hero is a patriot. 
Who better to fill that role for the 
young and old to look up to with re- 
spect and admiration than Ameri- 
ca’s Heavyweight Champion Ser- 
geant Slaughter. Although 
Slaughter enjoyed a decorative ca- 
reer in the United States Marines 
for a number of years, it was when 
he went into wrestling on a full- 
time basis that the Sarge revealed 
his finest talents of being a skillful, 
competitive athlete. 

“| sure was’’, said Slaughter 
when asked if he was one of the 
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most devoted fans to the grappling 
game as a youth. Some of the 
Sarge’s more favorite ring person- 
alities were Mad Dog Vachon, 
Verne Gagne, Freddie Blassie and 
Bruno Sammartino. While remi- 
niscing, Slaughter also spoke 
highly of Haystack Calhoun. ‘‘He 
weighed 600 Ibs. but many people 
never gave the big country boy the 
credit of being an athlete. | saw 
him run across the ring on several 
occasions and get knocked on his 
back and quickly get up off the 
canvas. Calhoun was very much a 
wrestler and not a freak, as some 
ignorant fans have labeled him”, 
said Slaughter before a match in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 

While many people see the 
Sarge travel in his custom made 
camouflage colored limousine, the 
early years weren't as first class for 
him. When Slaughter was a rookie 
some fifteen years ago, he experi- 
enced some tough days on the 
road and even more brutal nights 
in the ring. “Sometimes | traveled 
to the wrestling shows and made 
less money wrestling than it cost 
me to get to the matches. Fortu- 
nately for me, one day things 
seemed to turn around for my ca- 
reer. However, those are the days 
that are most important to me be- 
cause | realized just what was 
ahead for me if | worked hard”’, 
Slaughter stated sincerely. During 
his rookie campaign as a pro, 
when on military leave and on 
weekends, the Sarge saw mat duty 
in the Central States region. Long 
time Kansas star Bob Geigel was 
influential in teaching Slaughter 
the ‘ropes’ of the sport. The duo 
enjoyed a fair amount of tag team 
success. 

With many matches behind him, 
Slaughter declares his victory over 


the Iron Sheik in their ‘boot camp’ 
match in New York’s Madison 
Square Garden as his most memo- 
rable achievement in his wrestling 
career. ‘| have never enjoyed win- 
ning a match more than that one. 
That encounter with Iran’s finest, 
to me, was what the Joe Louis-Max 
Schmelling boxing re-match was to 
the world during the World War II 
era. When the Sheik was a blood- 
ied mess and unable to continue, | 
felt | scored a victory for America”, 
a smiling Sarge said. Another big 
moment for Slaughter was the 
night he won the America’s title 
from Larry Zbysko. Several title 
belts have found their way around 
his waist but none have brought 
more pride to Slaughter than the 
championship which is recognized 
nationwide. 

When confronted as to some of 
the people who have been instru- 
mental in furthering his wrestling 
career, Slaughter, without hesita- 
tion brings up his former manager 
the late Grand Wizard. “He was 
the best, no doubt about that. He 
was always there at ringside when 
| needed him. Although he never 
got involved in a match and never 
interfered, perhaps his most impor- 
tant role to me when he handled 
my career was that of a scout. The 
Wizard would report to me weak- 
nesses of my upcoming oppo- 
nents. During a match he would 
come over to me with suggestions 
on various maneuvers | should try. 
Most of the time he was right. I'd 
say he was 99% correct on all his 
advice to me. | became very suc- 
cessful under the Wizard’s man- 
agement. He died of a heart attack 
in 1984. | miss him. | called him 
the ‘General’. | still feel the Wizard 
is somewhere around watching 
over me’, recalled Slaughter. 


Slaughter executes a cobra clutch on the Mad F ussian. 
a ae é g 
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Sgt Slaughter is still number 1. 


Perhaps the most questioned 
chapter during the Sarge’s career 
is when, early on in his career, with 
the American Wrestling Associa- 
tion while managed by Lord Alfred 
Hayes, he wore a mask and was 
billed as the Super Destroyer Mark 
!l. Up until now, the mask was a 
private matter and a topic not to be 
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superstardom under his own 
name, Slaughter has opened up 
about that mysterious period of his 
wrestling days. “! had gotten in- 
jured and quit wrestling for a while. 
| wanted to keep my identity a se- 
cret until | could get back into the 
ring shape that | wanted to be in. 


Mainly | wanted to see if | could 
handle the punishment. Once | 
had felLthat | was back in the form 
before being injured, | brought the 
Sergeant gear back out of the 
locker. | wasn’t real happy with my 
career at that time and | also didn’t 
want to embarrass the Marine 
Corps’; said the Sarge. 

Without a doubt he is one of the 
most popular and recognizable fig- 
ures ever to see action under the 
World Wrestling Federation banner, 
many hearts were broken and 
tears shed by children and fans of 
all ages when Slaughter was dis- 
missed by the organization. In at- 
tempts to pacify the ticket buyers, 
a Slaughter imitation in the form of 
Corporal Kirchner was created. 
“Everybody has to make a living. 
Kirchner just happened to be the 
person the WWF picked to try to 
take my place. | don’t think he was 
too successful for them. The Cor- 
poral wasn’t that seasoned of a 
veteran to be wrestling in the 
WWF. That organization is strictly 
for the professionals. It’s an honor 
to be copied and imitated. | looked 
at the situation not hoping that 
he'd fail but | knew that he would. 
After all, he was just a Corporal’, a 
grinning Slaughter said. 

Currently wrestling for several 
promotions, the Sarge has met 
some strange opponents. Abdullah 
the Butcher, Mad Dog Richard, 
and the Pink Assassin have all met 
the Sarge one on one in the ring. 
However, there are several men 
who Slaughter is hoping to match 
talents with in the near future. 
“Curt Hennig is a great young 
champion. He, perhaps more than 
anyone, is the one person with 
who I'd look forward to a match. I'll 
put my America’s title up against 
his AWA strap anytime. Hulk Ho- 
gan, Ric Flair and Steve ‘Dr. 
Death’ Williams should all be will- 
ing to give me a shot at their world 
titles, although, | feel the Ameri- 
ca’s title is worth more than their 
belts. | wrestled the number one 
names in the sport all over the 
country”, Slaughter challenged. 

There aren’t too many certain- 
ties in life. In the case of Sergeant 
Bob Slaughter, values and dedica- 
tion to the honest, hard working 
way have always been prevalent. A 
true giant in his field, professional 
wrestling has been a richer craft al- 
lowing the Sarge to participate. 


AN INTERVIEW | 


WITH TONY .. 


“ALTMAN” 
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By Bobby Sanders 


Before this interview was con- 
ducted, Tony ‘The Hit Man” Stet- 
son and his manager “The Equal- 
izer’”’ both informed me that | could 
ask any questions that | wanted to 
and assured me that they would be 
brutally honest with their answers. 
\t was immediately evident that 
they are not concerned with any- 
one’s feelings and therefore would 
answer any and all questions with 
their true feelings regardless of 
who was hurt in the process. 

The points of view contained in 
this interview are that of Tony Stet- 
son and The Equalizer and in no 
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s () N Tony and his manager “The Equalizer”. 
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way reflect the point of view of this 
magazine. 

W.E. First of all, thank you for 
granting us this interview with the 
two of you. 

EQU. You’re quite welcome and 
I’m sure this is indeed a great 
honor for your magazine to speak 
with us. 

W.E. Well, Tony, let me ask you 
why you chose to become a pro- 
fessional wrestler? 

T.S. | couldn't think of any better 
way to beat up on people and get 
paid to do it at the same time with- 
out going to jail. 

W.E. Equalizer, when and why did 
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you decide to manage Tony? 

EQU. Tony and | grew up together 
on the bad streets of South Philly. 
We always watched out for each 
other and we still do today. So 
when Tony decided to become a 
professional wrestler, | decided to 
manage him. Plain and simple. 
W.E. Tony, where are some of the 
areas you have wrestled in? 

T.S. | have wrestled in Pennsylva- 
nia, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, The New Engiand 
States, Puerto Rico, and through- 
out Europe. 

W.E. What would you say was your 
biggest match to date? 

T.S. It would have to be back in 
May of 1987 in North Carolina. | 
was in a Battle Royal with the win- 
ner earning a shot at Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter and his “Americas” title. Some 
of the other wrestlers in the battle 
royal were: Domenic DeNucci, The 
MoonDogs, and Shane Douglas, 
just to name a few. Needless to 


say, |! won and earned the shot at 
Slaughter. | came up short against 
him, but I'll tell you one thing; he 
knew if he had to face me again he 
might leave without his title. 

W.E. Are the two of you associated 
with anyone else in professional 
wrestling? 

EQU. As a matter of fact we are. 
We are associated with a beautiful 
young woman by the name of “De- 
sire’. She goes beyond the call of 
a Valet. When I’m away on busi- 
ness, Desire steps in to help keep 
“The Hit Man” in line. This is very 
important since he can be hard to 
control at times. She has really 
come through when we needed 
her. 

W.E. Tony, in the past year do you 
think you have accomplished what 
you set out to do? 

T.S. | always accomplish what | set 
out to do. But now | want to ask 
you a question. Even though | feel 
this is an exceptional magazine, 


Two bad boys from Philly, “The Hitman” 
and “The Equalizer”. 

I’m curious to know who rated the 
“Independent Rookie Of The 
Year” for 1987? 

W.E. Just exactly what do you 
mean? 

T.S. | mean Tom “Bambi” Brandi. 
| may not be the pretty boy he is, 
but good looks don’t win matches. 
He avoids wrestling me whenever 
possible. |’ve requested matches 
against him in numerous occa- 
sions and it seems as though he 
goes running to the promoters try- 
ing to keep his pretty face in fact. 
W.E. How would you suggest this 
situation be rectified? 

T.S. I'll state here and now. This is 
the bottom line. Any time, any 
place. If he’s willing to step into the 
ring with me, we'll see who the real 
“Bad Boy” from Philly is. 

W.E. Equalizer, speaking of Philly, 
are the hometown fans behind the 
two of you? 

EQU. | don’t know and | don’t 
care. 

W.E. Well how about you Tony, 
does it matter to you if the fans are 
behind you? 

T.S. My manager speaks for me 
too, who cares? 

W.E. | guess on that note |’ll ask 
you if you would like to leave our 
readers or “FANS” with any 
thoughts? 

EQU. Sure. We're in this business 
for one thing, and that’s MONEY. 
You make money by being a Win- 
ner. Our friends are few and far be- 
tween. We don’t need friends or 
fans and we don’t want them. We'll . 
do whatever it takes to win a match 
and we'll laugh all the way to the 
bank. You might hate us but | guar- 
antee you'll respect us. We've 
been called “The Bad Seeds Of 
South Philly”, but I'll tell you one 
thing; these seeds are starting to 
blossom into a force to be reck- 
oned with. So to all you wrestlers 
out there who are standing in “The 
Hit Man’s way; Watch Out, The 
Next Contract Might Just Be On 
You!” 

W.E. Hit Man, would you like to 
add anything to that? 

T.S. My man said it all, he said it 
all. 

W.E. As | said in introducing this 
interview, these guys are at times 
obnoxiously honest, but, neverthe- 
less honest. And as they said; You 
may not like them. But you have to 
respect them. Once again, we 
thank the two of you for your time. 
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REVIEWS 


RICHMOND WRESTLING RE- 
PORT: DAVID LEEHY ED. 9348 
Telstar Rd. Richmond, Va 23237 
.50¢ per issue. Yearly $6.00. Pub- 
lished monthly. 

This bulletin will give you the lat- 
est results in the Richmond area. 
You'll be able to keep up to date 
and a fan of the month is chosen 


every issue. Also available are pen- 


cils, pens and bumper stickers and 
a pro wrestling game. Write the ed- 
itor for further details. 

THE PRO WRESTLING 
TORCH: WADE KELLER ED. PO 
Box 201844, Bloomington, Mn 
55420. $1.25 per issue. Published 
biweekly. 

This bulletin has come a long 
way in the short time it’s been on 
the market. The features and sto- 
ries are interesting to read and you 
certainly can't beat the color photo 
of your favorite wrestlers that ac- 
companies each issue. Definitely 
worth a look. 

MAT MADNESS: BRIAN COS- 
GROVE ED. 938'/2 Indiana Ave. 
Glassport, Pa 15045. $1.00 per is- 
sue. 6 issues $5.00. Published bi- 
monthly. 

News, ratings, results, trivia and 
fantasy matches are just part of 
what you get with this bulletin. It’s 
written clearly and is easy to read 
and enjoy. The price is right also, 
so take a look today. 

WRESTLING OBSERVER 
NEWSLETTER: DAVE MELTZER 
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ED. PO Box 1228, Campbell, Ca 
95009-1228. $5.00 per 4 issue set. 
This is one MUST HAVE news- 
letter. It provides an inside look at 

the sport and the writing is both 
professional and interesting to 
read. Once you subscribe, you'll 
find out how much you were really 
missing! 

WRESTLING NEWS BULLE- 
TIN: NILES DRISKEL, ED. 3010 W. 
Cypress Dr. Muncie, Indiana 
47304. $1.00 per issue. Yearly 
$10.00. Published monthly. 

This bulletin gives you the latest 
info on the happenings inside and 
out of the squared circle. There are 
results, ratings and interesting fea- 
tures to look forward to each 
month. Definitely recommended. 

WRESTLING GAZETTE: RENE 
FORD ED. PO. Box 188, NY, NY 

10014. $1.25 per issue. $7.00 for 
six issues and $12.00 for twelve is- 
sues. 

This publication is very enjoy- 
able because the editor has sucha 
crisp writing style that you find 
hard to put down. You can expect 
to find features on the usual as 
well as the unusual. Results are 
also given. Highly recommended. 

WRESTLING WATCH: GARY 
THOMPSON ED. PO Box 515, 
Glen Dale, Md 20769. $1.60 per is- 
sue. Published monthly. 

There are up to the minute news 
and results to be in this publica- 
tion. The editor indicates if a title 


Any material for review 
--or other 

JZ. correspondence can 
svc; be sent to: 


i FAN CLUB COLUMN 


WRESTLING EYE 
JEMS INC. 


P.O. BOX 138 
MARLBORO, 
N.J. 07746 


changed hands since his last issue 
so you can really keep up with the 
sport. 

GLOBAL WRESTLING NEWS 
SERVICE: TOM BURKE ED. 31 
Groveland St., Springfield Ma 
01108. $1.50 plus SASE per issue. 
$7.00 for four issues and yearly 
$21.00. This is an institution 
among all fanzines on the market 
today. You'll find results, news, 
nostalgia and newspaper clippings 
round out this fine publication. One 
look and you'll understand why it’s 
been around so long. Comes with 
our highest recommendation. 

WRESTLING WIRE: BARBI 
BARKER ED. 2019 Third Ave, New 
Brighton, Pa 15066. $1.60 per is- 
sue. Published monthly. 

This one has staying power and 
that’s not easy to achieve in this 
game. That alone tells you about 
the quality of this publication, The 
editor is also president of the Bret 
Hart Fan club. Write her at the 
above address for more info. 

GLOBAL MAT INFORMATION: 
DAVID HOWELL, ED. 116 Wood- 
bury Ave, Stamford, Ct 06907. 
$1.50 per issue. Yearly $15.00. 
Published monthly. 

Computer graphics and clear, 
concise type makes this bulletin 
very easy on the eye. You'll get 
news, results, ratings, trivia con- 
tests and video reviews when you 
order this one. Certainly worth a 
look. Also, just a reminder that this 


editor as well as the editors ask 
that you make your check payable 


to them NOT the name of the publi- 
cation to which you are 


subscribing. 


PEN PALS 


A.J. MACKENZIE—Age 18, 401 
Elm St, Gaffney S.C. 29340 would 
like to hear from all who are fans of 
the NWA. Will try to answer all seri- 
ous letters. 

KRYSTA ROARK—Age 193, 1702 
McClellan Dr, Johnson City, Tn 
37604 would like to her from fans 
between the ages of 12 and 16 
who like the Rock ’n Rol! Express, 
Sting, Lex Luger, Barry Windham, 
Superpowers, Magnum TA and the 
Road Warriors. 

BIERN HAYBURN—Age 13, 
6552 Windsor Ave, Phila, Pa 19142 
likes the WWF and the NWA and 
would like to hear from fans of the 
Road Warriors, Lex Luger, Rock ’n 
Roll Express, Tom Zenk, Rick Mar- 
tel and Randy Savage. Will answer 
all letters. 

DAVID “GABBY” MITCHELL— 
Age 17, 4116 Grace Ct, Baltimore, 
Md 21226 wishes to hear from fans 
of the Road Warriors, Lex Luger, 
Dusty Rhodes, Nikita Koloff and 
Bam Bam Bigelow. Promises to an- 
swer all. 

MICHELLE KORTEPETER— 
Age 15, 3308 Ivory Way, Indianap- 
olis, Indiana 46227 would like to 
hear from fans of the British Bull- 
dogs and Ricky “the Dragon” 
Steamboat. 

MARTIN CAMPBELL—7601 9th 
Ave, Apt 165, Pensacola, Fla 
32514 is seeking pen pals with in- 
terests in wrestlings. Some of 
many favorites include the Missing 
Link, Billy Jack Haynes, Lex Luger, 
Chris Adams, Jake ‘the Snake” 
Roberts, Road Warriors, Rock 'n 
Roll Express, Hacksaw Jim Dug- 
gan and Roddy Piper. Will answer 
all letters. 

JOE FAZIO—23 Ruth Place, 
Park Ridge, NJ 07656 loves the 
NWA and the WWF, especially 
Hulk Hogan, Sting, Lex Luger, 
Hacksaw Duggan and the British 
Bulldogs. Will respond quickly to 
all. 

VONDA McCARN—Age 16, 409 
S. Maple St, Dallas NC 28034 
would like to hear from fans of the 

Rock ’n Roll Express, Barry Wind- 
ham, Ric Flair and Ronnie Garvin. 

DONNA ANDERSON—A¢ge 13, 


1209 W. Mauney Ave, Gastonia, 
NC 28052 would like to hear from 
fans of the Rock 'n Roll Express, 
Lex Luger and Sting. Will answer 
all letters. 

KIM NOWAKOWSKI—Age 11, 
312 Fairmont Dr. Saskatoon, Sask. 
S7M 4P1 would like to hear from 
all between 11 and 17 who like 
Randy Savage, Brutus Beefcake, 
Strike Force, Rick Rude, Hulk Ho- 
gan, and the British Bulldogs. 

JEFF SIMPSON—Age 19, 1203 
Bell Ave, Lenoir City, Tn 37771 
would like to hear from fans of Lex 
Luger, Bam Bam Bigelow, Ted Di- 
Biase and anyone who dislikes 
Hulk Hogan. 

STEVE CAMPBELL—Age 16, 
123 Arthur St, Roma 4455 
Queensland, Australia would like to 
hear from fans of Ricky Steam- 
boat, Mr. Wonderful, JYD, Brutus 
Beefcake, George Steele, Billy 
Jack Haynes, Hulk Hogan, Ken Pa- 
tera, the British Bulldogs and 
Strike Force. Promises a same day 
reply. 

JESSICA CHAREST—Age 15, 
#406-1345 W 4th Ave, Vancouver, 
B.C, Canada V6H 3Y8 will answer 
all letters. Would love to hear from 
any Davey Boy Smith fans. 

JACK ROSSO—Age 16, 5635 
48B Ave, Delta, B.C. Canada V4K 
4E4 would like to correspond with 
fans of Barry and Kendall Wind- 
ham, Black Jack Mulligan, Rock ’n 
Roll Express, Road Warriors, 
Sting, Lex Luger, Sam Houston, 
Ultimate (Dingo) Warrior or any 
NWA wrestler. 

KIM SHOEMAKER—Acge 13, Rt 
1 Box 11, Keith, Ky 40846 would 
like to hear from fans of Brutus 
Beefcake, British Bulldogs, Road 
Warriors, Hart Foundation and 
other good guys. 

JENNIFER ZOIS—Age 12, 2798 
Carol Rd. Union, NJ 07083 wants 
to hear from fans of the Hart Foun- 
dation, the Original Midnight Ex- - 
press, Ultimate Warrior, Rick Rude 
and Greg Valentine. Will respond 
to all letters. 

ANN MARIE LITTLE—14416 
Downing St, Dover, Fla 33527 is in- 
terested in corresponding with fans 

of World Class and NWA. Espe- 


Cially likes the Von Erichs, Chris 
Adams, Rock 'n Roll Express, the 
Garvins and the Armstrongs. 

CHRISTINE CROSS—Age 15, 
1022 Glenwood Ave, Hagerstown, 
Md 21740 would like to hear from 
fans of Brutus Beefcake, Hulk Ho- 
gan, Randy ‘‘Macho Man” Sav- 
age, Jake “the Snake” Roberts, 
Strike Force and other WWF stars. 

ANDRE RICARD—11 9 Rue, Val 
D'Or, Canada P.Q. J9P 3k3 would 
like to hear from fans of women’s 
wrestling or professional women 
wrestlers themselves. 

ARDIS RAU—Age 24, R.R. #1, 
Box 820, Payne, Ohio 45880 would 
like to have pen pals who are fans 
of the WWF and especially fans of 
Strike Force and Danny Davis. 

LINDA KAY RAU—Age 16, 
R.R.#1, Box 820, Payne, Ohio 
45880 would like to hear from all 

WWF fans. Her favorites are the UI- 
timate Warrior, Strike Force, Hulk 
Hogan, Sam Houston, Randy Sav- 
age, Ricky Steamboat, Bulldogs 
and Beefcake. She also likes Lex 
Luger. 

BILL RAU—Age 15, R.R. #1, 
Box 820, Payne, Ohio 45880 would 
like for fans of Hulk Hogan, Ulti- 
mate Warrior, Bam Bam Bigelow 
and Lex Luger to write. 

CHERYL BELL—Age 20, PO. 
Box 91, Campbell Hall, Il 62916 
would like to hear from fans of Lex 
Luger, Barry Windham, Road War- 
riors, Sting, Rock 'n Roll Express, 
Superpowers and Magnum TA. Will 
answer all serious fans of these 
wrestlers only. 

TODD CASSITY—Age 13, Rt 1, 
Box 22, Sweetwater, Al 36782 
would like to hear from fans of Bru- 
tus Beefcake, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Jake Roberts and Damien, Greg 
Gagne, Midnight Rockers, Kerry 
and Kevin Von Erich, Al Perez and 
GLOW wrestlers. Will respond to 
all letters. 

JOSH SHUGHARTS—RD #1 
Turnpike Ext. Clearfield, Pa 16839 
would like to correspond with fans 
between 15 and 18 years of age 
who like the Ultimate Warrior, 
Sting, Rick Rude, New Breed, 
Young Stallions, Lex Luger or Ric 
Flair. 
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your ticket to 
the very best of 


FIGHTING WILDCATS 


A one hour tape containing five action-packed matches 
including two violent catfights in which gorgeous girls are 
100% involved in tearing each other apart. Hear the unbe- 

lievable screams, threats and insults — the clothes tear- 

ing and humiliating abuses as each girl battles with 
incredible intensity. The cliche “you'll feel as if you're fF - 
watching it live” definitely applies here! *VF-101 


INTERNATIONAL BATTLE ROYAL 


Features Jaguar Yokota, “All The Marbles” star Mimi | 
Hagiwara and Omori Yukori vs. the beautiful, but 2 
deadly, Devil Masami, Lei Lani Kai, and in a rare stint 
as a villainess, Irish Velvet Mcintyre. Mimi really takes 
her lumps in this one. Bout 2. For the World Cham- 
pionship. Sensational Vickie Williams vs. Jackie Sato. 
Not only does Vickie choke, gouge and stomp 
Jackie, she brings her own referee! It's a near 
riot as these two gals battle for world domi- 
nance! Bout 3. Jaguar vs. Dallas Cowgirl Wendi 
Richter in a wonderful matchup, featuring | 
speed and skill vs. brute strength. #VC-17 


SUBMIT OR SUFFER! 


Contains two very bizarre matches! In bout 

#1, Julie and Laurie agree to a match in 

which only leg hold submissions will deter- 

mine the winner and they'll fight until one 

can't continue. The victim is 

subjected to punishment that is merciless and the gym 
echoes to cries of pain and screams of submission until 
one girl cannot continue. In the second bout Penquin and 
Alison battle furiously. One gains the upper hand and 
Starts punishing her opponent in ways not found in the 
rule book. When it escalates into a brawl, wrestling gives 
way to chaos! *RGV-17 


*s 


VHS or BETA 
FOREIGN CUSTOMERS 
All tapes available 
in PAL format, 


CATFIGHT GALORE 


This premiere issue in its 2nd big printing is for the true connoisseur of female 


combat. 19 different bouts with more than 225 photos — 20 in full color! Each 
match has exciting text to add to your enjoyment. Your favorite girls including Oral 
Annie, Uschi, Su-Ling, Serena, and many others — plus a Bettie Page catfight and 
bouts from the 40's and 50's. A sizzler of a publication! 


FIGHTING GALS Monthly «11 


In this British publication you'll discover a new high in sensuous, savage, realistic 
female fight fiction in “A Woman of Honour’. Girl Wrestling Galore” is an all-photo 
feature depicting pro wrestling at its wildest and most brutal! Thrill to “Beaten By 


Beverly”, Humiliation At Rochdale”, sensual cartoons and photos and much more! 


AMAZONS IN ACTION <33 


Wrestling and boxing action worldwide: A detailed account of the British WCS 
tournament, which saw a tough blonde beauty introduce the ultimate in fernale 
submission holds! Great coverage of those cute, but savage, Thai kick-boxers! A 
nine-page, photo-packed piece on the sensational new German Mat Club. The latest 
on the Japanese women's wrestling scene. All this, plus much, much more! 


FIGHTING HELLCATS ¢s 


Another color-crammed issue for the discriminating fernale fight fan! Includes: 
“Wrestling Twins,” Topless Tough Girls,” “Back Breaking Bitch,” and the return of 
Lynn Ann Wilson! All this plus 7 additional sénsual and vicious bouts. Also, more 
from "Casey's Sketchbook," letters from our readers, fabulous fiction and so much 
more! A must for all catfight fans! 


Brings you the British apartment wrestling scene with fine photo coverage of the 
latest action among those battling beauties, In "Contenders" you'll read a no-details- 
spared account of a striptease kick-boxing bout! It matches a beautiful, ruthless 
Chinese tigress against a muscular German beauty. And there's more — fiction, 
photos, drawings — awaiting you in this exciting issue. 


BATTLING AMAZONS <3 


A special issue with 16 full-color pages! Thrill to an exciting topless apartment battle 
of the big boobs. Get down and watch Queen Kong kick ass! This issue has more 
cartoons and more pages in glorious color. Exciting letters too. You'll ge. the 
lowdown on all your favorite girl fight stars. Who's pinning who and loving it! Only in 
BATTLE AMAZONS. 


Only $8 each 
Any three only $22 


All six for only $40 (cv 58) 
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From Scotland .. . three excellent matches! The first bout 
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; P it's paralyzing! The final match pits the champ Lorraine against the 
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action is feverish, Highly recommended! The second 
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fT bikini. A feast for lovers of violent female flesh! *RGV-11 
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WRESTLING EYE’S 
WWE 


Champ—Ric Flair 


1. Ted DiBiase 1. Lex Luger 

2. Andre the Giant 2. Dusty Rhodes 
3. Randy Savage 3. Nikita Koloff 
4. Ric Rude 4. Sting 

5. The Honkytonk Man 5. Tully Blanchare 

6. Hacksaw Duggan 6. Mike Rotundo 

7. Don Muraco 7. Rick Stiener 

8. The One Man Gang 8. Ron Garvin 
A ake Deas 9. Jimmy Garvin 
11. Ricky Steamboat pate aes 

. Butch Reed 


. Greg Valentine 
. The Ultimate Warrior 
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. Steve Williams 


1 1. Sgt. Slaughter 1. David Shultz 
2. Stane Lane 2. Johnny Rodz 2. Afathe Wild Somoan 
3. Bobby Eaton 3. Toru Tanaka 3. Ox Baker 
4. Rick Steiner 4. Larry Sharpe 3. The Cheetah Kid 
5. Larry Zybysko 5. Abdullah the Butcher. 4, Jules Strongbow 
6. Dick Murdoch 6. The Iron Shiek 5. Cousin Junior 
7. Arn Anderson 7. Cousin Luke 6. Tom Cairo 
8. Barry Windham 8. The Cheetah Kid 7. Bull Butcher 
9. Shane Douglas 9. Charlie Fulton 8. Tom Brandi 
10. Ron Simmons 10. Ox Baker 8 9. Mike Kaluha 
;, , . 9. The Amazing Rocca 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 


=_ 


TOP TEN 
MANAGERS 


za 
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COMNANSwWH= 


. Curt Hennig 

. Wahoo McDaniel 
. Tommy Rich 

. Dick Slater 

. Greg Gagne 

. Adrian Adonis 

. Kevin Kelly 

. DJ. Peterson 

. Mitch Snow 

. Dennis Condrey 


. J.J. Dillon 


. Jimmy Hart 

. Bobby Heenan 

. Paul Ellering 

. Jim Cornette 

. Paul E. Dangerously 


Slick 


. Oliver Humperdink 
. Wendall Weatherbee 
. Shiek Ali Abdullah 


WORLD 
CLASS 


Al Perez 

Kevin Von Erich 
Tony Atlas 

Ted Arcedi 

Al Madril 

Mil Mascaras 
Bruiser Brody 
Vince Apollo 

. Steve Simpson 
Frankie Lancaster 


SCODNOAA POM 


Top 15 Tag 


TEAMS 


. Tully Blanchard & Arn Aadereon: 
. The Road Warriors 

. Strike Force 

. Demolition 

. The Hart Foundation 

. The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 

. Stan Lane & Bobby Eaton 

. The Midnight Rockers 

. Randy Rose & Dennis Condrey 
. Paul Roma & Jim Powers 

. The Barbarian & The Warload 

. The Bulldogs 

. The Islanders 

. The Invaders 

. The Sheepherders 
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Srna as 


WOMEN 


= etings 


. Misty Blue Simmes 
. Sherri Martel 

. Wendi Richter 

. Linda Dallas 

. Debbie Combs 

. CAndi Devine 

Nina 

. Velvet Mcintyre 

. Hiedi Lee Morgan 

. Rockin’ Robin 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
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8 
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The WORLD’S TOP 15 
(RATED BY WRESTLING 
ABILITY) 


. Ric Flair 

. Bret Hart 

. Barry Windham 

. Tully Blanchard 

. Ricky Steamboat 
. Terry Taylor 

. Tatsumi Fuginami 
. Ted Dibiase 

. Riki Chosu 

. Curt Hennig 

. Sting 

. Stan Lane 

. The Cheetah Kid 
. The Black Ninja 

. Tom Zenk 
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The Legend Mil Mascaras 
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“MIL 
MASCARAS” 


By Tom Clutters 


Even the most casual of pro 
wrestling fans have heard the 
name of Mil Mascaras. This Mexi- 
can grappling legend has long 
been considered one of the finest 
competitors ever to step into the 
squared circle. His ring skills are 
second to none. 

Why then has Mexico’s greatest 
athlete been virtually ignored by 
the American wrestling scene for 
the vast majority of his illustrious 
career? 


‘“The Mexican Legend” 


“It is difficult to say,” Mascaras 
admits. “| have been told that | was 
too good for most American wres- 
tlers, but | have to believe that the 
real reasons will never be told.” In- 
deed, the talents of Mil Mascaras 
would cause 99 out of 100 oppo- 
nents to either think long and hard 
about signing for a match, or to 
simply refuse to do so at all. Called 
by many, “The Man of a Thousand 
Holds”, Mascaras has shown an 
amazing knowledge of his sport, 
using a combination of high-flying 
aerial maneuvers together with the 


Ama timate 
el 


A national hero of Mexico. 


sia ae 


— 
power of men much bigger, to 
chalk up an incredible winning per- 
centage during his career. 

In his homeland, Mascaras is as 
much a superstar on the silver 
screen as he is on the mat. Having 
made over 200 films, he is as rec- 
ognizable to movie goers as his is 
to wrestling fans. His vast collec- 
tion of masks (from which he takes 
his ‘‘Man of a Thousand Masks” 
name), provides this national ce- 
lebrity with a measure of privacy 
which is afforded only a few of the 
famous. “| wear the masks both in 
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the ring and when | am acting,” he 
says. ‘And when | go out in public, 
no one knows who | am, and | can 
come and go as | please.” 

After starting his mat career at 
home, Mascaras took his act to 
Southern California, where he be- 
came an immediate hit with the 
Spanish-American population. Mil 
regularly highlighted the regular 
cards at the Olympic Auditorium in 
Los Angeles, and was hailed as a 
“can't-miss” future superstar. 
Friend and foe alike were con- 
stantly amazed by what Mascaras 
could accomplish inside the ropes. 
His reputation grew, and he even- 
tually ended up working for the 
East Coast-based IWA group, and 
after a very short time, he captured 
the IWA’s version of the world 
heavyweight title. Mascaras was 
“the franchise” for the WA, regu- 
larly meeting men like Ernie Ladd 
and Ivan Koloff in title defenses. 

Following the demise of the IWA, 
Mascaras decided to concentrate 
more on his film career. With the 
exception of a brief stay in the 
World Wrestling Federation, he 
confined his ring activities to an 
occasional world tour, and audi- 
ences throughout many foreign 
lands were treated to his unique 
abilities. Despite his own belief 
that he could defeat any of the so- 
called “world champions”, Mas- 
Caras saw that he was fighting a 
losing battle. “There were so many 
obstacles whenever | contacted a 
promotion about working,” he ad- 
mitted. “It was first this excuse, 
then that excuse, and it became so 
frustrating. Promoters wanted me 
to wrestle for them, but it was al- 
ways with too many restrictions 
and conditions.” 

Mascaras, whose real name is 
Arren Rodriguez, feels particularly 
confident that he could defeat 
NWA champion Ric Flair if given 
the chance. “Ric Flair is one of the 
most skilled men in wrestling. He 
has not been able to hold on to his 
championship for so long without a 
great deal of ability. But, he also 
has some major weaknesses 
which should be obvious to anyone 
who might wrestle him. | would 
love to get the chance to meet him 
in the ring, just so | could take ad- 
vantage of what | know, but | can- 
not see that happening now,” Mas- 
Cara says, almost sadly. 

Now over 40 years of age, Mil 
Mascaras realizes that his hopes 
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of gaining a shot at either the NWA 
or WWF titles are practically gone. 
“Time is running short for me,” he 
admits. Having moved into Fritz 
Von Erich’s World Class promo- 
tional area, Mil might campaign for 
a shot at WCCW champ Al Perez. 
Or, he could set his sights on AWA 
kingpin Curt Hennig should he see 
the chance. ‘‘Al Perez is young 
and strong and smart. He might be 
a little lacking in experience right 
now, but his manager, Gary Hart, 
makes up for that,” said Mascaras. 
“Much the same can be said for 
Curt Hennig, but he has no man- 
ager like Perez. | feel that my expe- 
rience would give me the advan- 
tage against either of them.” 
Those Americans who were un- 
familiar with Mil Mascaras were in- 
troduced to the Mexican champion 
on September 28, 1985, when he 
took on Freebird Buddy Roberts as 
part of “Super Clash ’85” at Com- 
iskey Park in Chicago. Mascaras 


and Roberts had collided many 
times during their careers, but Mil 
was clearly superior on this night 
against the crafty Roberts. Buddy 
sorted thorough his bag of tricks 
for some kind of effective combina- 
tion, but Mascaras countered each 
and every foul tactic with a stun- 
ning scientific maneuver. At the 
seven-minute mark of the encoun- 
ter, Mascaras crashed into the 
frustrated Freebird with a flying 
bodypress, and held him down for 
the three count. Unfortunately, that 
was the last time in the American 
spotlight for the masked Mexican. 
Is there really a sort of ‘‘conspir- 
acy”’ against foreign wrestling 
stars like Mascaras? Well, if you 
glance at WRESTLING EYE’s rat- 
ings, you might get a clearer pic- 
ture. In the WWF, for instance, only 
two wrestlers (Andre the Giant and 
Killer Khan) out of the top 15 are 
from other nations. In the NWA, 
only Puerto Rico’s Carlos Colon is 


St PORE. 3 


Mascaras certainly knows his sport. 


rated in the top 15. Yes, there is 
Nikita Koloff, but as all regular 
readers of WE know, Nikita is really 
Scott Simpson, who actually hails 
from the great state of Minnesota. 
Moving on to the AWA, there are 
no non-Americans rated in the top 
ten. Down in the World Class area, 
there are “Latin Heartthrob”’ Al 
Perez, the Iron Sheik (from Iran), 
and South Africa’s Steve Simpson. 


Finally, in the top 15 (rated by 
wrestling ability), you have four 
competitors who hail from other 
than one of our 50 stages: Japa- 
nese stars Tatsumi Fuginami and 
Riki Chosyu, England’s Les Thor- 
ton, and Canadian Owen Hart. 
When you consider the vast num- 
ber of professional wrestlers who 
compete in the various organiza- 
tions, the federations, the small 


Mil flies across the ring 


number of stars who come from 
“overseas” certainly seems suspi- 
cious. 

Maybe someday in the near fu- 
ture, foreign wrestlers will be al- 
lowed equal opportunity to make it 
big in American rings. However, 
when that time finally comes, it 
may already be too late for possi- 
bly the greatest of them all, Mil 
Mascaras. 
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Most of the news this month is 
fairly blunt and mellow. First, how 
did you like that interview with Ric 
Flair a while back when he opened 
up a scar on his forehead and be- 
gan to bleed? Really a sick pup, 
eh?...Hulk Hogan’s wife is about 
to give birth to a baby. That may 
spell a vacation period from wres- 
tling for the Hulkster...Rumors are 
still abound about Ric Flair negoti- 
ating with the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration... Heard that Matilda, the 
mascot of the British Bulldogs just 
recently made a some sort of tele- 
vision commercial... The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express by the time you read 
this should be wrestling for the 
World Wrestling Federation... The 
Midnight Express, Dennis Condrey 
and Randy Rose have left the 
American Wrestling Association... 
Tom Zenk has also left the A.W.A. 
and speculations have it that he 
may resign with the World Wres- 
tling Federation as a bad guy to 
feud with former partner and one 
half of Strike Force, Rick Martel...| 
was asked a question recently, 
who is the oldest wrestler still ac- 
tive today. My answer is the leg- 
endary Bobo Brazil, who still wres- 
tles for independent groups in the 
Midwestern area. Bobo as far as | 


; know is believe it or not around 


the age of 70 years old. Did you 
know that Bobo played pro base- 
ball, under his birth given name of 
Houston Harris...Johnny Valiant 
has not been fired by the W.W.F. 
but rather is wrestling for them on 
a preliminary level for the W.W.F’s 
smaller shows... The One Man 
Gang (George Gray), has been 
having some problems with the 
W.W.F. as of late. He’s been ‘no- 
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One Man Gang has been a no show lately. 


showing’ at arenas recently, and 
King Kong Bundy, who by the way 
has been growing back his hair, 
has been taking the O.M.G.’s place 
...Queen Kong of Powerful Women 
Of Wrestling fame has left 
P.O.W.W. and has been attempting 
to start her own promotion. | under- 
stand it may just be a run-off of 
G.L.O.W., the Gorgeous Ladies Of 
Wrestling... Tommy Rich, Dick Sla- 
ter, Randy Rose, Dennis Condrey, 
and Doug Somers have been wres- 
tling independently for the Trans 
World Wrestling Federation... The 
World Wrestling Council of Puerto 
Rico is shortly going to attempt to 
run shows in the New York metro- 
politan area. Running up against 
the World Wrestling Federation is a 
losing idea, as the National Wres- 
tling Alliance has proven... The Na- 
tional Wrestling Federation is go- 
ing to be telecasting their shows 
on the SCORE Network soon. 


SCORE is in association with the 
Financial News Network. The 
N.W.F. tapes will be reaching thirty 
million homes...A group of inde- 
pendent wrestlers which include 
East Coast favorites The Cheetah 
Kid and Tony Stetson, will be tour- 
ing Europe soon. The stops on the 
tour will include Vienna, Switzer- 
land and France... The Cheetah 
Kid by the way, is scheduled 
shortly for a tour of Japan...While 
we're on the subject of Japan 
Dump Matsumoto the famous Jap- 
anese woman wrestler has retired. 
Billy Jack Haynes is out of the 
WWF...Ole Anderson may team 
with Lex Luger to try and bring the 
Horsemen to their knees... Until 
next month the Phantom will be 
‘snooping’ to find out all the news 
that all you fans want to hear. Re- 
member support the country’s 
wildlife, attend your local wrestling 
matches!...Sayonara! 
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Dear Editor, 

I've been a wrestling fan for 
some time now. When | lived in Ar- 
izona, I'd go to Phoenix to watch 
the matches. Now | live in Pa and | 
got to the matches as much as 
possible. During the weekends | 
like watching wrestling all day Sat- 
wm urday and Sunday. Saturday morn- 
yx ing | watched the N.W.A. and the 
U.W.F. but then there was a 
change. GLOW came into the pic- 
ture and the U.W.F. was removed. 
Anyway, to get to the point, that 
was the biggest mistake that was 
every made. | realize wrestling isn’t 
all it appears to be, but | still enjoy 
¥ watching. Frankly, GLOW turns me 


“4 off as it does a lot of my friends 


who watch it. As soon as it comes 
on, the channel is changed or the 
TV goes off. GLOW belongs on the 
Gong show with the rest of the idi- 


way ots. It does nothing but make a 
Fai mockery of all the other wrestling 


alliances that are entertaining. So 


ej do me and all the other dedicated 


fans a favor and get that junk off 


$m the TV screen so we can enjoy Sat- 


} urday mornings again! 
Rick Kelly 
Dillsburg, PA 


> Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


| think your magazine is excel- 
lent. It has good pin ups. | think the 
best tag team in professional wres- 
tling is the Road Warriors and then 
comes the Rock ’n Roll Express. | 
also think Sting is better than Flair. 
Flair shouldn't be the World Heavy- 
weight champion because the only 
way he beats people is with the 
help of the Four Horsemen. The 
Road Warriors should get another 
title shot at Arn and Tully. Also, 
Barry Windham and Lex Luger are 
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a good tag team and should get a 
title shot at the tag team belts. | 
think the Road Warriors will get re- 
venge on the Warload and the Bar- 
barian after what happened at the 
bench press contest. 
Hai Tang 
St. Ann, MO 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

| had mixed emotions about the 
results of Andre the Giant’s “vic- 
tory” over Hulk Hogan in Indianap- 
olis. | think Vince McMahon is get- 
ting his WWF confused with a 
three ring circus. First there was 
the situation with the two look alike 
referees and then the recent strip- 
ping of the title from Ted Dibiase. 
(reminds me of a little situation in 
the NWA a few years back involv- 
ing Larry Zbysko and Killer Ko- 
walski.) Then again Andre won the 
belt rightfully in Wrestlemania III. 
Let me refresh your memory. An- 
dre had Hogan in a very powerful 


. bearhug and was as close as any- 


one has come to winning the title. 
It seemed for a moment that Hulka- 
mania was dead but here comes 
referee Joey Morella to the rescue. 
He lifted Hogan's arm four times 
instead of three. Hogan’s arm 
dropped the first three times, thus 
Andre won the belt right then and 
there. In my opinion, Mr. McMahon 
better concern himself with the 
wrestling action at hand instead of 
“his greatest show on earth.” Also, 
| was interested in the identities of 
my favorite wrestlers: the Ultimate 
Warrior and Sting. Thank you for 
your time. This is a truly great 
magazine. 

Jason Sousa 

Fall River, MA 


EDITORS NOTE: The Ultimate War- 
rior is Jim Hellwig and Sting started 
life as Steve Bordon. 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

| would like to comment on Al 
Perez. He is the World Class 
Heavyweight Champion. World 
Class is the only major wrestling 
alliance where a belt does not 
change hands on a dq. Perez 
beats his opponents by pinfalls or 
submissions, not like Ric Flair. 
Please have more photos and sto- 
ries on Al Perez. 

Todd Cassity 


Sweet Water, AL 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

| have been a wrestling fan for a 
couple of years, and have been 
watching the WWF and the NWA. | 
can’t see how wrestling fans com- 
pare the two. There is no compari- 
sion because the NWA wrestlers 
are second rate to the WWF wres- 
tlers. 

If anyone thinks for a moment 
that Ric Flair could pin the Hulk- 
ster, they should seek out a psychi- 
atrist for help. | would also like to 
see the Macho Man destroy Lex 
Luger and Bam Bam Bigelow beat 
up Bubba Rogers. Let’s talk about 
the tag team matches. Strike Force 
would defeat Arn Anderson and 
Tully Blanchard. Demolition would 
have no problem with the Road 
Warriors and the Bulldogs and 
Bees would wipe out any Express 
that came at them. The WWF 
women are also much better wres- 
tlers than any other federation. 

Why don’t Crockett and McMa- 
hon get together and come up with 


a super Wrestlemania or Wrestle- 
mania Starrcade? I'm sure that 
many wrestling fans would like to 
see the answers to many ques- 
tions. This could be the biggest 
event ever, surpassing Wrestlema- 
nia Ill, the olympics of wrestling, 
the WWF vs the NWA in the 
squared circle. Let the wrestlers 
answer the questions instead of 
the fans. 
Mark Nelson 
Union City, GA 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 
| have been a fan of the Univer- 
sal Wrestling Federation for about 
two years and | think it’s time that 
the true champs came forward in 
Terry Taylor, Eddie Gilbert, Dick 
Murdoch and Rick Steiner. | am 
getting sick and tired of seeing 
Terry and Eddie always get put 
down just because they are the 
best in the business. You call the 
WWF a federation, but | call it cab- 
bage because you see the same 
people every night. Hulk Hogan is 
the so called champ but why 
doesn’t he fight both the good and 
bad guys on TV? Also, Strike Force 
didn’t win the tag team champion- 
ship fairly because they had to 
double team every time. 
D.J. Taylor 
Victoria, Australia 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 
| think your magazine is great! 
The PHANTOM OF THE RING 
section is my favorite. | would like 
to see more articles on Randy Sav- 
age. | like him a lot. More color pin 
ups would be great too! 
Jason Amari 
Harriman, NY 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

After purchasing several issues, 
| found your magazine to be the 
greatest of them all! The color pho- 
tos are exceptional and the stories 
on the wrestlers are lengthy and in- 
teresting. 

| would like to comment on the 
article “Sadistic Steve Strong.” 
Since joining the AWA, | am now 
able to view Mr. Strong on TV. | too 
was a bit confused about his so 
called Indian heritage, as he was 
always billed as a Caucasian- 
American in the past. | agree with 


the author’s coverage about the 
brutal and satanic tactics he dis- 
plays in the ring. 


It is true about his turncoat ways. 


At first, he would enter the AWA 
ring with feathers and Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel. Now, he enters alone with- 
out the feathers. He walks to the 
ring in an arrogant way and me- 
thodically wrestles (by the rules) 
his opponent. It will not take long 
for him to be a known wrestler in 
such a popular organization. He 
seems smart, utilizing the coattails 
of a popular wrestler like McDaniel, 
and become established, then re- 
sort back to his old way. 

A man of his size, bulk and stat- 
ure is intimidating to his oppo- 
nents. It appears to me that he is 
only good for one thing and that is 
to demolish his opponents the way 
he wants to. | have watched AWA 
wrestling for some time and feel 
the likes of Steve Strong is what 
they need. Keep up the good work 
Steve, destroy your opponents, 
break their bones and continue 
your climb as one of the best in the 
business today! 

Robert Pagano 
Palm Spring, FL 


Dear Editor, 

My favorite wrestlers are the 
Rock 'n Roll Express, Ric Flair and 
Ted “Million Dollar Man” DiBiase. | 
have collected all your magazines 
and in your next issue could you 
please include a pin up of Ric 
Flair? My favorite match was when 
Ric Flair pinned Ronnie Garvin to 
win the NWA World Championship 
back at Starrcade. 

Jonathan Mazur 
Long Island, NY 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

Dangerous Danny Davis is my 
favorite wrestler in the WWF be- 
cause he once was a referee. If 
Danny had a manager like Bobby 
Heenan, his potential would be un- 
limited. 

My crystal ball predicts that Bam 
Bam Bigelow will turn bad this year 
and dump his manager, Oliver 
Humperdink. 

A Danny Davis Fan, 
Steve Chaddock 
Bklyn, NY 


Reader Robert Pagano wants 


to see more of Steve Strang. 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 
| think before you put out the 
next official managers ranking, you 
better check out a// the competi- 
tion!! There is a man working on 
the East Coast, named “Dirty 
Deeds: Darren Wyse” who uses 
interference and illegal, dirty tac- 
tics that would even put Jimmy 
Hart and Jim Cornette to shame, 
and | for one love it! He has such 
an awesome stable of wrestlers, 
King Kahula, Sweet Daddy 
Falcone, Champion the Ninja War- 
rior and his brilliant team of Dia- 
mond Dave and Hurricane Man, 
that | for one feel confident he will 
soon rule East Coast wrestling, if 
not all of professional wrestling. 
Please consider this supersexy 
new talent when you make out your 
next ratings chart. Thank you. 
Mandy Brooks 
Abbotstown, PA 


‘Independent 
Stars Gallery”’ 


Photos by DeSpirito 


Two of the top contenders of the U.S.W.A., The Iron Sheik and Dr. “D” David Shultz along with the president of the U.S.W.A. Bob 
Raskin. 


Jason the Terrible battles Steve Strong, outside the ring. 


Don Rock has a taste for turnbuckles. 
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‘Hitman’ Tony Stetson, along with his valet Desire and manager the ‘Equalizer.’ 


Dangerous Davy Gee of the U.S.W.A. 
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L’ ENTAGE 


Lentage”, the Superior New Anti-Aging 
Moisturizer for Men! 


A PATENTED VITAMIN 
AND AMINO ACID 
FORMULA 


Lentage"helps delay the 
premature appearance 
of wrinkles, fine lines 
and creases caused by 
exposure to the sun, 
wind, cold, snow and air 
(es The Patented 
ENTAGE Formula Is 
compounded with 6 
amino acids, 6 vitamins 
(A, D, E, B38, B5 & B6) 
plus European Swiss 
Elastin Collagen 
Complex, a skin protein 
which helps maintain 
youthful skin elasticity. 
The absence of Elastin 
Collagen will inevitably 
result in wrinkles. For 
immediate results: Apply 
every evening and 
morning after shaving. 


YES! | WOULD LIKE TO ORDER Lentage™ AT THE INTRODUCTORY PRICE OF $34.95 PLUS GUARANTEE 
$3.00 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. P,Q, Box 138] Marlboro, N.J. 07746 if GSTLARVEEEEE 
| HAVE ENCLOSED MY: 0 CHECK © MONEYORDER 1 MASTERCARD © VISA voultareunotcce ie 
CARD NO. __ EXPIRATION DATE pletely satisfied with 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: LenTage™ Lewrage’ , just send 
NAME in the unused por- 

tion and we will re- 
APRESS fund your money 
CITY immediately. 


MISTY BLUE 
VS. LINDA 
DALLAS 


WOMEN’S WRESTLING AT ITS BEST! 


Linda twists Misty’s arm. WRESTLING EYE 73 


A “BUNBUSTER”! 


Linda works on Misty’s legs. 


A grinding side headiock. 
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Misty throws Linda off the top buckle. 
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH 
EDDIE GILBERT AND MISSY HYATT 
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JAKE ROBERTS 
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BRUISER BRODY 
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THE PREMIEF ‘RE 

OF W.0.W. 

HAS ‘COME AND 
SOR 3U" 


THIS ONE’S GOT IT ALL! 
+ MUD WRE! 
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